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Charlie  Boyd  Puts  The  Society 


In  The  Governor ’ s  Seat ! 


STATE  OF  ALABAMA 


PROCLAMATION 

BY  THE  GOVERNOR 


WHEREAS,  tke  week  o  &  A  pn.il  20-  26  ,  1  986  ,  i6  National 
Coin  Week  In  tke  United  Static;  and 

WHEREAS,  coin-6  and  currency  faorm  an  integral  part 
o  &  our  daily  livc6,  and  tkz  6tudy  o  fa  tkz6z  item6  kat  brought 
knowledge  and  expanded  und eH6 landing  to  many  people  abound 
tke  wo  aid;  and 

WHEREAS,  tke  family  i6  tke  ba6i6  o &  our  60cial 
organization  and  an  integral  and  nece66ary  part  o  £  ou.r 
live6 ;  and 

WHEREAS,  becau6e  family  activity  6trengtken6  tki6 
ba6i6  and  pro  vide6  a  beginning  on  wkick  indiv idual6  build 
kealtky  and  productive  live6,  tke  tkeme  o National  Coin 
Week  i6  "Coin  Collecting  -  Family  Fun";  and 

WHEREAS,  tke  American  Numi6matic  A660  elation  and 
tke  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coin6,  Inc.,  are  celebrating 
National  Coin  Week  by  6karing  their  hobby  with  otker6,  young 
and  old  : 


NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  George  C.  Wallace,  Governor  o fa 
tke  State  o Alabama,  do  hereby  proclaim  tke  week  o April 
20-26,  1986,  a6 


NATIONAL  COIN  WEEK 


in  Alabama,  and  call  upon  all  citizenb  to  celebrate  tki6 
week  with  czremonie6  and  activitie6  expanding  their  knowledge 
o numi6matic6  and  tke  joy6  o &  coin  collecting. 


GIVEN  UNVE R  MV  HANV,  and 
tke  Great  Seal  o &  the 
Governor  '  6  Office  at  tke 
State  Capitol  in  tke  City 
oft  Montgomery  on  tki6  the 
1 2tk  day  o&  March,  1986. 
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The  Editorial  Line 


*** 


by  Ray  Mercer,  Newsletter  Editor,  Member  #20,  CT 
New  Positions  Added... 

By  simply  gazing  up  to  the  top  of  this  page,  you  will  note  that  we  have  added  three, 
new.  Society  "titles"  underneath  our  current  list  of  elected  officials.  Due  to  the 
specialized  nature  of  their  talents,  these  people  are  currently  holding  APPOINTED 
positions.  Although  they  are  certainly  respected  and  highly  appreciated  members  of  our 
organization,  "appointed  officials"  do  not  exercise  the  administrative  power  bestowed  by 
you  upon  your  elected  officers.  However,  they  do  perform  a  very  GENEROUS  and  IMPORTANT 
job  within  our  organization,  so  let's  take  a  look  at  these  fascinating  roles... 

Historian  -  Charles  Ricard  -  #80,  IL 

An  apology  is  due  Mr.  Ricard  as  he  thoughtfully  volunteered  for  this  position  at  our 
annual  meeting  held  at  Baltimore  ANA  -  almost  a  year  ago!  Our  tardiness  in  officially 
proclaiming  his  position  on  the  above  masthead  is  one  for  the  record  book  in  itself! 
However,  I'm  sure  Mr.  Ricard  will  forgive  this  oversight  as  I'm  sure  he  realizes  the 
hectic  transition  we  are  currently  experiencing  -  going  from  a  small  club  to  a  large 
one ! 

The  Historian's  job  is  to  keep  all  of  the  Society's  historically  significant  paperwork 
(important  correspondence,  copies  of  this  newsletter,  Frank  DuVall 's  itemized  expenses, 
etc.)  and  to  advise/counsel  all  the  other  officers  on  the  best  way  of  performing  this 
task.  -Currently,  we  are  in  the  process  of  gathering  up  all  our  pertinent  printed  matter 
so  that  he  may  begin  this  herculean  endeavor!  Let's  all  welcome  Charles  to  this 
important  post  and  wish  him  the  best  of  luck! 

Graphics  Consultant  -  Robert  Lloyd  -  #743,  AL 

To  be  candid,  Bob's  role  as  "Graphics  Consultant"  is  "new"  only  in  title!  For  sometime 
now,  he  has  generously  labored  to  provide  his  artistic  expertise  in  designing  a 
seemingly  endless  stream  of  graphical  masterpieces.  The  impressive  fruits  of  his  labor 
include  our  Life  Membership  Cards  &  Certificates,  signs  denoting  our  meetings  at  shows, 
letterheads,  award  certificates,  regular  membership  cards,  and  the  new  copy  of  the 
by-laws  -  just  to  name  a  few!  Let's  all  officially  welcome  Bob  to  this  post  and  thank 
him  for  a  job  ALREADY  well  done!  He  has  helped  to  make  our  Society  a  professional  one! 
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ANA  Club  Rep  -  Frank  DuVall  -  HLM-1,  AL 


What  does  an  ANA  Club  Representative  do,  you  may  ask?  Well,  to  give  you  a  hint  -  "Serve 
with  pride  and  don't  eat  too  much  at  the  luncheons!"  -  is  their  motto!  But  all  kidding 
aside,  I'm  sure  Frank  is  one  of  the  best  choices  we  could  have  made  for  this  important 
post!  As  our  club  "rep",  Frank's  job  will  be  to  promote  a  better  understanding  and 
fellowship  between  our  Society  and  the  ANA.  This  is  an  essential  task  as  a  good 
relationship  between  the  two  organizations  will  promote  and  unify  our  common  goals  of 
numismatic  education.  Go  get 'em,  Frank!  We  have  complete  faith  in  your  proven  ability! 

What  ONE  Member  Can  Do! 

The  purpose  of  my  editorial  this  quarter  is  to  briefly  highlight  how  important  personal 
motivation  can  be  to  our  young  organization.  Although  it  is  easy  for  us  to  approve  or 
disapprove  of  other  people's  actions,  it's  quite  another  story  when  it  comes  right  down 
to  doing  something  meaningful  on  our  own!  In  today's  fast  paced  world,  many  of  us  simply 
cannot  find  the  time  -  while  others  merely  refuse  to  make  it! 

Fortunately  for  all,  there  always  seems  to  be  enough  enthusiastic  people  around  who  are 
willing  to  divert  the  flow  of  their  personal  interests  just  long  enough  to  give  the  rest 
of  us  a  helping  hand!  Granted,  the  importance  of  a  helping  hand  is  highly  recognized 
when  we  are  trapped  inside  of  a  burning  building  or  being  set  upon  by  a  pack  of  wolves, 
but  it  is  also  wise  to  remember  not  all  deeds  deserving  our  gratitude  are  performed 
under  such  dramatic  circumstances! 

Take  the  case  of  the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins.  I  dare  say  sonnets  will  never 
be  penned  about  the  people  who  have  worked  so  hard  to  make  it  the  success  it  is  today. 
Processing  hundreds  of  membership  application  blanks  certainly  lacks  the  high  adventure 
contained  in  a  space  flight  and  the  production  of  this  newsletter  definitely  can't  be 
compared  to  the  impact  of  one,  single,  page  of  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES.  When  a  member  of 
Congress  visits  a  foreign  country,  this  event  certainly  draws  more  public  interest  than 
when  of  our  members  visits  the  site  of  Antietam  Bridge,  but  let's  face  it  -  that's  the 
way  the  world  is! 

However,  it  is  also  wise  to  remember  that  without  the  drudgery  of  processing  countless 
membership  blanks,  without  constantly  tapping  away  at  the  keyboard  to  turn  out  this 
publication,  without  pausing  long  enough  to  sign  up  a  new  member,  without  a  timely  visit 
to  the  Governor's  office,  without  taking  the  time  off  to  write  an  article  about  a  family 
trip,  and  without  the  collective  actions  of  our  total  membership  -  there  would  be  a 
definite  void  in  our  lives  today  -  NO  COMMEMORATIVE  SOCIETY!  Each  one  of  these  "little" 
actions,  no  matter  how  mundane  they  may  singularly  appear  to  be,  adds  up  to  one, 
IMPORTANT,  effort  -  the  growth  and  continuing  success  of  our  educational  club! 

With  this  in  mind,  allow  me  to  explain  the  actions  of  the  following  members  and  HOW  they 
benefit  all  of  us.  After  all,  it  just  might  be  the  needed  spark  for  more  ideas.  The 
first  person  we  will  scrutinize  is... 

Charlie  Boyd,  LM-19,  AL 

Charlie  took  the  time  out  from  his  busy  schedule  to  approach  Governor  George  Wallace  in 
regards  to  our  status  as  an  educational  Society.  Primarily  due  to  his  actions,  we  have 
been  QUICKLY  recognized  as  a  "non-profit"  organization  by  the  State  of  Alabama.  Please 
look  for  the  reproduction  of  this  historical  letter  in  this  newsletter!  In  turn,  this 
has  caused  the  Federal  Government  (i.e.  IRS)  to  grant  us  notice  that  they  have  begun  our 
processing  as  an  official  "non-profit"  club  and  there  is  now  no  question  in  anybody's 
mind  that  we  will  achieve  the  status  we  deserve! 

Fortunately  for  all  of  us,  Charlie  took  his  concern  one  step  further  and  the  result  is 
the  photograph  you  see  on  the  front  cover  of  this  issue  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  - 


Gov.  Wallace  signing  the  proclamation  for  National  Coin  Week  on  behalf  of  the  Society 
For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  and  the  ANA!  This  is  simply  a  tremendous  piece  of 
publicity  for  our  club  and  sure  to  attract  new  members!  We  all  thank  Charlie  for  his 
unselfish  actions  and  for  showing  us  just  how  much  one  person  can  accomplish! 

Helen  &  Don  Carmody,  members  \\1  &  //8,  CA 

This  is  going  to  come  as  a  surprise  to  Helen  &  Don  as  I  usually  give  them  a  rundown  of 
everything  that  goes  into  each  issue  of  TCT  and  I  purposely  neglected  to  mention  this 
department  to  them.  To  be  blunt,  if  it  were  not  for  the  constant,  caring,  "little" 
actions  of  these  two  people,  there  would  be  no  Commemorative  Society  as  we  know  it 
today!  After  closely  working  with  Helen  &  Don  over  the  last  two  years,  they  have  taught 
me  that  there  can  be  pride  in  everything  that  we  do  for  our  Society  in  regards  to  its 
growth,  goals,  and  ideals. 

From  the  thoughtful  letters  of  welcome  to  each  new  member,  to  taking  the  time  to  sign 
HUNDREDS  of  people  up,  to  constantly  striving  to  do  the  "right"  thing,  to  working 
unbelievably  hard  for  our  goals,  and  even  to  bugging  your  Editor  to  get  this  newsletter 
out  in  time  -  their  actions  prove  that  our  Society  is  built  upon  a  CONSTANT  SERIES  of 
meaningful  deeds.  Their  HARD  WORK  and  its  AMAZING  results  are  truly  symbolic  of  what 
only  TWO  people  can  do  when  they  apply  themselves  to  a  task  at  hand!  Thank  you,  guys  - 
your  unbridled  enthusiasm  makes  it  all  seem  so  important  and  worthwhile! 

Robert  Colby,  Member  //9 A ,  NY. 

Bob  is  another  perfect  example  of  what  a  COLLECTOR  can  do  for  our  club!  Your  Editor 
receives  what  seems  to  be  a  never  ending  stream  of  letters  and  notes  expressing  his 
thoughts,  ideas,  FAITH,  and  hopes  for  our  Society.  Although  at  times  his  penmanship  has 
me  searching  about  my  desk  for  a  hard  copy  of  the  Rosetta  stone,  Bob's  message  is  always 
clear  -  "I  want  to  make  things  better." 

Bob  was  the  person  who  first  asked  us  to  survey  the  membership  so  that  we  could  begin  to 
organize  a  series  of  educational  seminars.  Starting  with  the  next  club  year  (August, 
1986),  it  appears  that  his  idea  will  finally  become  a  reality!  One  man  started  it  -  now 
we  are  ALL  going  to  pitch  in  to  get  the  job  done! 

But,  he  didn't  stop  there!  After  repeated  pleas  by  the  membership  for  more  DETAILED 
information  on  counterfeits  in  this  newsletter,  your  editor  received  various  calls  over 
a  six  month  period  from  a  variety  of  people  who  informed  me  that  material  was  on  the 
way,  but  it  was  Bob  who  sent  me  his  own,  PERSONAL  copy  of  the  ANACS  "Counterfeit 
Detector  Series  II"  for  reproduction  in  this  newsletter.  When  I  diplomatically  informed 
him  that  he  "may  not  get  them  back  in  one  piece",  his  reply  was,  "Oh,  that's  okay,  as 
long  as  it  might  help  somebody."  I  realized  that  these  reports  are  no  big  deal,  but  I 
also  recognize  that  it's  the  THOUGHT  that  counts!  Look  for  these  reports  in  this 
newsletter ! 

Realizing  that  the  more  members  translates  to  more  information,  insights,  money,  and  fun 
-  Bob  has  already  arranged  for  a  couple  of  quarter  page  ads  to  appear  in  COIN  WORLD  and 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS.  My  wife,  Jan,  is  currently  in  the  process  of  helping  him  to  design 
these  advertisements  and  we  will  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them  shortly. 

The  ads  will  be  in  the  form  of  an  "open  letter"  to  his  fellow  collectors/ investors 
urging  them  to  LEARN  in  an  organization  that  he  has  grown  to  respect  and  admire.  It  will 
contain  illustrations  of  the  TCT  and  should  prove  to  be  an  EXCELLENT  form  of  publicity 
for  our  Society!  Without  any  fanfare.  Bob  insisted  on  paying  for  this  project  out  of  his 
own  pocket  and  I  would  now  like  to  thank  him  for  his  generosity.  Here's  a  good  example 
of  a  numismatist  reaching  out  to  his  FELLOW  COLLECTORS  to  help  make  a  better  numismatic 
environment  for  all!  His  actions  show  how  important  it  can  be  to  take  the  time  out  to 
send  in  your  ideas  and  help  BUILD  a  better  Society! 
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It's  Really  Up  To  ALL  Of  Us! 


Ideas,  improvements,  and  success  are  not  magical  and  they  do  not  hatch  out  of  coffee 
cans  overnight!  SOMEBODY,  composed  of  mere  flesh  and  blood,  has  to  take  the  time  to  do 
them.  The  formation  of  the  Society  Of  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  has  proved  to  be  a  good 
idea  -  let's  all  continue  to  pull  together  and  do  what  "little"  things  we  can  to  create 
one  BIG  helping  hand  for  the  entire  numismatic  community! 


////■)  /•)  //  Otrf/  //t*  rf/VV  f //////// */ 

LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  EXPOSITION  GOLD  DOLLAR 
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Here's  an  example  of  a  Proof 
1903  LA  Purchase  $1.00  gold 
commemorative  housed  in  the 
original  cardboard  holder  - 
later  framed.  A  waxed  paper 
window  makes  proper  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  coin  difficult. 
The  gold  piece  is  held  in 
place  by  a  complicated  cord 
tie  sealed  with  a  large,  red 
wax  U.S.  Mint  seal.  Take  ex¬ 
tra  care  if  the  Mint  seal 
has  been  broken!  (courtesy  - 
Anthony  Swiatek,  //A,  NY) 


VoWc  Now  It's  Time  For  Club  News  I 


You  better  READ  this  month's  Club  News  Department  as  it  is  simply  bursting  with  timely 
and  important  information!  Some  of  its  startling  features  include  -  "Society  Diet:  Lose 
Up  To  10  lbs.  A  Week  Collecting  Columbian  Die  Varieties"  -  "Indiana  Neel  And  The  Coin 
Show  Of  Doom"  -  "Anthony  Swiatek  And  His  Close  Encounter  Of  The  Third  Kind"  -  "Helen  & 
Don  Carmody  Caught  Smuggling  In  Illegal  Leprechauns"  and  "Ray  Mercer  Finally  Receives 
Diploma  From  THE  CLOSE  COVER  BEFORE  STRIKING  SCHOOL  OF  BREAK  DANCING." 

NOW  Accepting  Orders  For  The  Official  Society  Photograph. . . 

Inserted  in  this  edition  of  TCT  is  an  order  blank  for  our  NEW,  EXCITING,  and  BEAUTIFUL 
official  Society  photograph  featuring  our  beloved  OREGON  TRAIL  and  its  related 
MEMORABILIA!  Captured  in  BREATHTAKING  realism  by  expert  numismatic  photographer,  CHARLES 
ROCKNEY,  this  UNIQUE  picture  depicting  the  lore  of  Commemorat ives  is  something  you  won't 
want  to  miss! 

Use  the  enclosed  order  blank  to  get  your  edition  of  this  LARGE  (16"  x  20")  work  of  art 
in  FULL,  BLAZING,  LIVING  COLOR  before  we  run  out!  A  perfect  AND  impressive  gift  for 
yourself,  a  friend,  and/or  valued  customer  -  this  will  prove  to  be  a  prized  possession 
that  will  ENDURE  for  many  years  to  come!  The  price  is  only  $25  and  includes  first  class 
postage  5c  handling.  Order  now  as  we  are  expecting  delivery  any  day  now!  All  orders  will 
be  handled  on  a  "first-come,  first-serve,  basis." 
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Believe  me,  I  can't  wait  to  hang  one  in  my  home  AND  office!  Maybe  somebody  will  wander 
in  and  say.  Oh,  my  Uncle  Joe  from  Bratislava,  NJ  left  me  a  set  of  those  things  -  want 
to  take  them  off  my  hands  for  fifty  bucks?" 

Last  MAIL  BID  Brings  In  $250  for  the  Society! 

CHIP  GAMBINO  (LM-20,  NY)  captured  the  complete  set  of  Columbian  Expo  plate  tickets  with 
a  high  bid  of  $250.  The  other  four  bids  were  as  follows  -  2-$125  &  2-$150.  Thanks,  Chip 

-  we  hope  you  enjoy  your  tickets!  Who  knows,  maybe  you  can  use  them  to  get  into  the  next 
Chicago  World's  fair  coming  up  in  1992! 

More  Exciting  Lots  Slated  For  MAIL  BID  Action!... 

The  fun  is  certainly  far  from  over  yet!  In  this  issue  of  TCT  there  are  three  (that's 
right,  three!)  different  lots  up  for  Mail  Bidders!  PLEASE  send  your  bids  in  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE  as  they  will  be  exercised  at  our  next  meeting  during  the  Long  Beach  Expo  -  June 
7th,  9:00AM! 

Past  Officers  PLEASE  NOTE  -  A  Society  Office  Is  More  Than  A  Commercial  Logo! 

As  of  late,  it  has  come  to  my  attention  that  some  of  us  may  not  realize  the  full 
responsibility  involved  in  protecting  the  image  of  our  Society  in  regards  to  our  elected 
offices.  Case  in  point  -  even  after  repeated  reminders  AND  acknowledgements  to  these 
reminders,  one  company  insists  on  commercially  promoting  one  of  its  employees  (a  past 
officer)  as  a  CURRENT  officer  in  our  organization  in  full  page  advertisements. 

Although  we  fully  realize  that  the  company  in  question  is  a  large  one,  and  changes  in 
"stock  advertising"  may  take  some  time,  this  situation  has  been  going  on  now  for  too 
long  to  ignore  -  8+  months!  Personally,  I  see  no  reason  why,  after  an  ample  grace 
period,  that  this  problem  cannot  be  corrected.  To  me,  it  shows  an  overall  lack  of 
respect  for  YOUR  voting  rights  and  to  our  organization  in  general.  If  it  was  an  ANA 
office  in  question,  I  dare  say  that  our  request  for  TRUTH  IN  ADVERTISING  would  have  been 
taken  more  seriously  and  acted  upon  with  the  utmost  speed! 

With  this  in  mind,  your  officers  have  posted  out  through  our  Secretary  a  certified 
letter  as  a  FINAL  gesture  of  our  good  faith  that  this  error  will  be  QUICKLY  corrected. 
We  hate  to  be  a  hard-nose  about  this,  but  we  must  establish  our  Society  as  an 
organization  to  be  respected.  Needless  to  state,  we  am  not  picking  on  any  one  INDIVIDUAL 

-  but  we  are  definitely  dedicated  to  hammering  at  a  blatant  ABUSE  to  our  Society  and  its 
titles.  THE  SOCIETY'S  MEMBERSHIP  determines  the  current  status  of  our  officers  -  not  the 
ad  department  of  a  commercial  firm!  We  now  ask  that  all  past  and  present  officers 
remember  to  change  their  advertising  in  accordance  with  the  outcome  of  each  Society 
election . 


Reinstated  -  Steve  Ryan  -  Member  #628,  IL 

It  is  with  GREAT  pleasure  that  I  officially  welcome  back  Mr.  Ryan  as  A  MEMBER  IN  GOOD 
STANDING  to  our  club!  Let  this  be  a  lesson  to  all  that  SIMPLE  MISUNDERSTANDINGS  can  be 
easily  avoided  by  answering  your  official  Society  correspondence  -  in  writing! 

FLASH  -  Membership  Reaches  New  High  -  919  (885  adults  -  34  juniors) 

In  regards  to  our  current  Membership  Drive,  there  is  only  one  comment  that  seems  to 
describe  it  all  -  "SIMPLY  AMAZING!"  We  have  a  good  thing  going  here  and  it  appears  the 
rest  of  the  numismatic  world  is  quickly  discovering  the  benefits  of  belonging  to  our 
club.  However,  we  need  YOUR  help  to  push  the  roll  call  past  the  1,000  mark  by  August,  so 
sign  a  new  member  up  today!  I  would  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  let  you  know 
how  PROUD  I  am  of  all  the  GOOD  WORK  you've  been  doing  in  this  department!  Thanks  people 
-  it  couldn't  have  been  done  without  your  help! 
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Welcome  New  Members  - 

LEON  HENDRICKSON  (#828,  IN)  and  JOHN  &  KAY  EDGERTON  LENKER  (#869  &  870,  CA) 

As  these  illustrious  people  enter  our  ranks,  they  need  little  introduction  as  Leon  is  a 
well  known  dealer  and  current  PNG  President,  while  John  &  Kay  are  highly  prominent  in 

state  and  national  numismatic  circles!  Welcome  Leon,  Kay,  and  John  -  we're  proud  to 

count  you  among  our  membership! 

More  Society  LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS  Taken... 

Holy  cow!  The  Life  Membership  rolls  are  ALMOST  EQUAL  to  the  total  number  of  people  who 
attended  our  very  first  Society  Meeting  -  "way  back"  in  San  Diego  during  the  summer  of 
'83!  Let's  all  welcome  our  latest  Life  Members... 

Ed  Mulhausen,  LM-16,  CA/  Richard  Freedland,  LM-17,  Ml/  Selby  Ungar,  LM-18,  NY/  Charlie 
Boyd,  LM-19,  AL/  Chip  Gambino,  LM-20,  NY/  David  L.  Butler,  LM-21,  TX! 

Would  YOU  Like  To  Be  LM-22?... 

As  of  press  time,  LM-22  is  up  for  grabs!  Just  post  in  your  $350  check  made  out  to  the 

Society  to  Helen  Carmody,  P.0.  Box  302,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648  and  an  impressive  LM 

Certificate  Sc  Card  will  blast  off  for  your  mailbox!  LM  certificates  are  fun  -  you  can 

hang  them  up  right  next  to  your  Army  discharge  papers  or  use  them  to  cover  up  that 

special  photograph  of  your  mother-in-law! 

PLEASE  NOTE  -  Regular  Society  Dues  Are  NOW  $15  For  ALL  Members! 

When  signing  up  a  new  member,  please  remember  that  regular,  ADULT  dues  are  NOW  $15!  New 
members  and  renewals  must  pay  $15  and  their  membership  is  valid  until  the  FOLLOWING  club 

year  -  August,  1987.  Not  only  is  this  the  deal  of  the  century,  but  a  good  selling  point 

when  you  are  attempting  to  corral  a  live  buckaroo  for  the  cause. 

Top  Recruiters... 

Lately,  there  seems  to  be  a  welcome  trend  for  many  people  taking  it  upon  themselves  to 
sign  up  MORE  THAN  ONE  member  per  quarter!  Not  only  does  this  help  our  club  to  grow  at  a 
faster  pace,  but  their  actions  GREATLY  add  to  the  strength  AND  purpose  of  our 
organization  -  BOTH  educationally  and  monetarily!  A  big  "THANK  YOU!"  is  due  to  the 
following  recruiters... 

TEN  or  MORE:  Helen  &  Don  Carmody  (34),  and  Ray  Mercer  (17). 

FIVE  to  NINE:  Charlie  Boyd  (6),  CDN  Ad  (6),  Robert  Colby  (9),  Jack  Ehrmantraut,  Jr.  (5), 
Bill  Fivaz  (5),  Tim  Gabriel  (6),  David  Snider  (5),  Anthony  Swiatek  (6) 

TWO  to  FOUR:  Robert  M.  Ball  (3),  Bill  Brown  (2),  Lonnie  Cazin  (2),  Thomas  K.  Dorsa  (3), 
Frank  DuVall  (3),  Steele  Enuson  (2),  Steve  Estes  (3),  Doug  Jennings  (3),  Ed  Mulhausen 
(2),  Gene  Neel  (2),  Steve  Szenay  (2), 

ONE  MEMBER:  Jim  Carr,  Jim  Davis,  Chan  DeKramer,  Craig  S.  Kumler,  Ralph  Langham,  Samuel 
L.  Lopresto/  Teresa  Darling,  Phil  Rosso,  Austin  Ryer,  Jr.,  Richard  Scuro,  Bill  Shamhart, 
William  Spears,  Mike  Standish,  and  Andy  Todd. 

SIGN  A  NEW  MEMBER  UP  TODAY!  Not  only  will  you  be  doing  the  person  in  question  a  favor, 
but  it's  an  act  you  can  be  proud  of!  Signing  up  a  member  is  being  RESPONSIBLE  for 
another  $15  to  float  into  our  treasury's  well  of  financial  resources!  If  you  sign  up  10 
people  a  year  -  that's  insuring  the  Society  $150  PER  YEAR,  hopefully,  for  many  years  to 

come ! 
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New  Rochelle  Celebrating 
In  19.18 

Its  250th  Birthday 

w 

Ift  1«M  Mmu'-tfi  from  I*  K  orb*  1 1#,  rrtnre  Ian4~4  mm 

mhm%  km  mow  f«i  Point  and  Ut-r  t»un  h.»H  from  Job*  |*»ll 

lx»rd  of  PH  bam  Manor  Hi  thoaaand  arnw  now  tb»  CK?  of  Now 
Rm-bolla.  N  Y 

Tbo  roniMi*  ration  for  (bia  (HirrHaor  aaa  Mb#  liar  of  Hiiumm 
hundred  i***my  ft  Fl»f  ponnrta  at»rllnK  rnrrant  allror  ooart  of 
tbta  pf"»iuo*'  and  •»*»*•  fait  rail*  on  mrmry  fonor  A  iwoHftb 
4a>  of  Jane  YKAKLY  ft  Krmry  Xmmrm  forrrrr  t  If  4rmi»4«d  • 


One  Mint  Only  (Phila).  One  Date  Only  (1938). 

1  Coin.  12.18.  2  Coins,  $4.21.  5  Coins,  $10.27. 

fVnd  order  and  romtttanre  in  anv  convenient  form  to 

New  Kochcllc 

Commemorafive  Coin  Committee 

PITT  W.  MIPTm.  IVUnn.. 

»  Summit  At*  New  Rochelle.  N  Y 


The  above  photos  were  taken  by  and  are  courtesy  of  Bernard  Nagengast  (#257,  OH) 
out  of  an  "old  edition"  of  THE  NUMISMATIST.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
answering  some  complaints  that  the  coin's  design  flirts  too  much  with  the  Crown. 


who  informs  us 
Norfolk  ad  is 


that  they  are 
dedicated  to 


Take  HELEN  &  DON  CARMODY  for  example  -  they've  signed  up  AT  LEAST  300  members  over  the 
last  two  years!  300  x  $15  =  $4,500!  Now  figure  out  what  the  return  on  that  is  over  a  ten 
year  period  AND  the  mind  boggles!  Gee  whiz,  that's  almost  as  much  as  Mr.  ("I  think  I 
still  might  be  President")  Marcos  of  the  Philippines  spends  on  pistachio  nuts  during  a 
course  of  a  year! 

Good  News  -  We're  In  The  Money... 

If  it  wasn't  for  your  GENEROUS  support,  I  really  don't  know  what  kind  of  publication  you 
would  be  reading  today!  As  it  stands  now,  we  are  in  a  good  financial  position  for  the 
rest  of  the  club  year  and  Don  Carmody  &  I  didn't  even  have  to  stick  up  one  liquor  store! 
For  awhile  there,  we  did  case  a  small  joint  just  outside  of  Barstow,  CA,  but 
fortunately,  we  never  had  to  whack  the  owner  over  the  head  or  anything  like  that! 

All  kidding  aside,  it's  a  relief  to  know  that  we  are  going  to  make  it  to  the  next  dues 
period  (August,  1986)  in  one  piece!  However,  we  should  never  overlook  the  people  who 
helped  us  hack  our  way  through  the  green  jungle,  so  for  the  THIRD  QUARTER,  may  I  have  a 
drum  roll  for . . . 

$100.00  or  more:  Mike  Fuljenz,  Samuel  L.  Lopresto,  Ray  Mercer,  Bill  Shamhart,  and 
Anthony  Swiatek. 


$75.00  to  $99.99:  None  qualified. 


$50.00  to  $74.99:  Robert  P.  Lloyd 


$15.00  to  $49.99:  Gordon  Brown,  Charles  D.  Horning,  James  Iacovo,  Richard  J. 

Kolodziej . 

$1.00  to  $24.99:  Jim  Alvord,  Clayton  0.  Grant,  Sam  Hanzel,  Joseph  J.  Janlois,  Jr., 
Vincent  0.  Lacariere,  Walter  Milan!,  Ronald  Miller,  Ed  Mulhausen,  Andy  Todd,  Robert  M. 
White 


A  Special  Thanks  To  Our  Good  Friend  -  Sam  Lopresto!... 

SAM  LOPRESTO  (// 38,  CA)  bestowed  us  with  a  check  amounting  to  $150  on  behalf  of  the  LONG 
BEACH  EXPO,  a  free  full  page  ad  in  his  widely  read  FEB.,  1986  program  guide,  and  a 
generous  contribution  of  a  projector  &  screen  for  the  Society  Meeting!  Currently,  he  is 
printing  an  article  about  Commemorat ives  AND  our  Society  (penned  by  yours  truly!)  in  the 
upcoming,  June,  LONG  BEACH  EXPO  program  guide!  Let's  thank  him  for  ALL  the  kind  deeds 
and  AMAZING  support  he  has  shown  our  young  organization!  If  we  ever  open  up  our  ranks  to 
numismatic  sainthood,  undoubtedly,  "Saint  Sam  -  Defender  Of  The  Faith"  will  be  one  of 
our  first  patrons! 

To  show  our  appreciation  for  his  continued  help  and  concern  for  our  young  club,  I  urge 
all  of  you  to  mark  down  the  date  of  the  next  Long  Beach  Expo  in  your  calendar  (June  5  - 
8,  1986)  and  make  a  special  effort  to  attend!  If  you  see  Sam  -  try  to  say,  "Thanks  - 
for  ALL  your  help!"  Not  only  will  you  perform  a  good  deed,  but  you'll  also  have  the  time 
of  your  life  at  this  prof essionally  run  convention.  Your  Editor  hates  long  flights  as  I 
get  bored  after  sitting  for  anything  over  2.2  hours  (after  all,  how  many  times  can  you 
read  the  NATIONAL  ENQUIRER?)!  However,  I  NEVER  miss  an  opportunity  to  hop  in  a  jet  bound 
for  this  fun,  educational,  and  impressive  event. 

A  Big  Tip-Of -The-Hat  To  Bill  Shamhart!... 

Bill  (#33,  MO)  has  turned  over  a  check  amounting  to  $350  which  represents  the  final 
balance  of  his  etching  sales!  He  deserves  all  of  our  praise  for  going  out  of  the  way  to 
invest  his  time,  money,  and  energy  for  our  educational  cause!  Bill,  your  deeds  and 
personal  concern  are  respected  by  all! 

Mike  Fuljenz  "Slides"  Into  Honorable  Mention... 

Recently,  Mike  (#2,  LA),  displayed  his  concern  for  our  organization  by  generously 
writing  a  check  for  $100  so  that  a  large  number  of  Frank  DuVall's  famous  slide  inventory 
could  be  reproduced  for  Society  use!  Thank  you,  Mike!  Now  I  can  finally  tell  everyone 
that  you  "project  a  good  image." 

A  Good  Government  Award  For  Bob  Lloyd  &  Anthony  Swiatek! . . . 

In  the  Winter,  1985  edition  of  TCT,  I  mentioned  Ralph  Langham's  generous  gesture  of 
donating  his  out  of  pocket  expenses  back  to  the  Society.  Well,  I'm  sure  you'll  all  be 
glad  to  learn  that  Ralph  is  not  alone  in  his  concern  for  our  club's  financial  well 
being.  Recently,  BOB  LLOYD  (Graphics  Consultant)  returned  the  $50  he  spent  on  graphics 
back  to  the  Society  and  ANTHONY  SWIATEK  (V.P.)  performed  a  similar  deed  ($100+)  in 
respect  to  his  presenting  Frank  Annunzio  with  an  Honorary  membership  in  our 
organization.  It's  nice  to  know  that  there  are  still  some  people  out  there  who  will  not 
hammer  you  for  every  nickel  and  dime  when  given  easy  access  to  an  expense  account. 
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An  Important  Announcement 

About  the  Texas  Centennial 
Half-Dollars 

Thr  Tua*  Memorial  Muarum  Centennial  Coin  Camoalirn  wl.h.. 
take  this  opportunity  to  expreaa  it*  appre.latlon  Tor  the  wonderful 
aupport  collectors  and  dealer*  have  given  our  program  wina.rrul 

Our  aim  throughout  our  campaign  ha*  been  to  deal  fairly  and  Im.mr- 
tlally  with  both  the  coin  collector  and  dealer  We  h;n<  at  ill  tlrn.* 
maintained  one  price  and  will  continue  to  do  so 

in."  ".  b*-|t,‘ve  ‘here  are  a  number  of  collector*  and  dealers  who  would 
like  to  complete  their  sets  or  secure  additional  coins  it  the  origin  il 
price.  There  are  yet  available  a  few  sets  as  Hated  below  * 

1IK14  Karh .  *1.15 

1836  Per  sot  . KI.5D 

1037  Per  ael  . 94  ..V) 

( Include*  postage  and  Insurance) 

TEXAS  MEMORIAL  MUSEUM 
CENTENNIAL  COIN  CAMPAIGN 

Box  1836,  University  Station 
Austin,  Texas 


Here's  another  interesting  set  of  photos 
from  THE  NUMISMATIST  -  courtesy  of  the 
"Kointainer  Kid"  -  Bernard  Nagengast!  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  the  copy  in 
Texas  ad  reads  almost  like  they're  stuck 
with  the  poins  -  either  that  or  they're  a 
very  sincere  bunch  of  guys!  I  suspect  this 
came  out  of  a  1937  edition  as  the  dates  on 
the  coins  seem  to  fit.  Don't  bother  -  I 
already  tried  to  buy  some,  they're  all  out! 


GETTYSBURG 
COMMEMORATIVE 
HALF  DOLLAR 


PHILADELPHIA  MINT  ONLY 
There  WILL  NOT  Be  A  Re-issue 


$1.65  Each 

LIMITED  NUMBER  AVAILABLE. 
ORDER  NOW  FROM 

Pennsylvania  Stale 
Commission 

Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania 
PAUL  L.  ROY,  Rxecutlr*  S*er*toiy 


Donations  To  The  Society  Are  Tax  Deductible! 

Along  with  our  "non-profit"  status,  EVERYONE  can  get  a  tax  deduction  on  a  DONATION! 
However,  please  bear  in  mind  that  DUES  are  generally  only  deductible  to  dealers  as  a 
"business  expense."  Consult  your  local  CPA  or  criminal  lawyer  for  specific  details! 

Society's  Juniors  In  The  Limelight!... 

ELIZABETH  MESSICK  ( J - 1 6 ,  CA)  was  awarded  "Best  Of  Show"  in  the  junior  competition  at  the 
Numismatic  Association  of  Southern  California  Convention  in  Los  Angeles,  Jan.,  23-25, 
1986.  Elizabeth's  exhibit  was  of  ANA  and  Long  Beach  "Commemorative"  Angels  entitled  "A 
Golden  Tribute." 

MATTHEW  NIEMEYER  ( J - 1 0 ,  CA)  received  the  Young  Numismatist  door  prize  of  a  10%-20% 
off-center  Bicentennial  Half,  which  was  awarded  at  the  Society  Meeting  held  at  the  Long 
Beach  Expo  on  Feb.  1st,  1986.  By  the  way,  is  a  20%  off-center  half  dollar  worth  only  AO 
cents? 


Complete  Survey  Results  To  Be  Posted! 

Along  with  our  usual  great  articles  &  features,  the  complete  results  of  our  membership 
survey  will  be  included  as  a  detailed  ARTICLE  in  the  next  TCT .  As  you  know,  the  Summer 
1986  edition  is  the  four-star  final  for  the  club  year,  1985-1986,  so  this  should  prove 
to  be  exciting  AND  timely  reading!  However,  the  COMPLETE  nomination  results  are  included 
later  on  in  this  newsletter  in  time  for  our  club  elections. 
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Society  Members  Honored! 


LONNIE  &  ROGER  CAZIN  (#454  Sc  855,  WY )  received  awards  at  the  ANA  Midwinter  convention  in 
Salt  Lake  City  from  ROGER  BRYAN  (#LM-6,  FL)  on  behalf  of  F.U.N.  for  their  dedication  to 
the  hobby,  and  believe  me,  they  more  than  deserve  it!  The  Cazins  were  patrons  and 
advertising  co-chairmen  at  the  ANA  Midwinter  convention.  If  you  haven't  had  the 
opportunity  to  meet  and  chat  with  these  two  great  Society  members  -  you're  really 
missing  the  boat! 

However,  this  is  not  to  overlook  D.  CHRIS  ROBERTSON  (#498,  UT)  and  the  timely  award  he 
received  as  President  of  the  host  club  (Utah  Numismatic  Society!)  for  their  hard  work  in 
helping  to  make  the  ANA  Midwinter  a  roaring  success!  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Chris 
for  the  first  time  in  Salt  Lake  and  I  can  assure  you  -  he's  a  real  gentleman  and  friend 
of  our  club!  Chris,  congratulations  for  another  job  well  done! 

The  Society  Meeting  At  Salt  Lake  Was  LOADS  Of  Fun! 

On  behalf  of  THE  ENTIRE  membership  I  would  now  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  D. 
CHRIS  ROBERTSON  and  LONNIE  Sc  ROGER  CAZIN  for  making  the  Commemorative  Society  feel  right 
at  home  during  the  Salt  Lake  City  Midwinter  convention!  Their  kindness,  thoughtfulness, 
and  generosity  was  not  only  greatly  appreciated,  but  deeply  touching!  We  had  an 
EXCELLENT  meeting  and  I  hope  all  those  who  attended  enjoyed  hearing  the  program  as  much 
as  I  did  giving  it!  The  continental  breakfast  offered  was  simply  superb  and  I  even 
managed  to  slip  three  pastries  into  my  briefcase  for  the  plane  ride  home.  Unfortunately, 
a  stewardess  tried  to  steal  one  of  these  delectable  treats  while  I  was  taking  a  nap  - 
but  never  fear  -  your  gallant  editor  won  the  day  by  driving  off  this  hungry  assailant 
with  the  aid  of  a  handy  beverage  cart. 

Congratulations  Sc  Best  Wishes  To  BOB  Sc  KIM  WALTER! 

Recently,  it  was  my  sincere  pleasure  to  attend  the  wedding  of  these  two,  wonderful 
people!  Bob  is  member  #301,  CT  and  a  principal  in  Sam  Sloat,  Inc.  of  Westport,  CT.  His 
charming  bride,  Kim,  is  not  a  member  of  the  Society,  but  hopefully  will  be  tempted  to 
join  after  she  reads  this  notice!  Here's  wishing  them  the  best  life  has  to  offer!  I 
offered  to  give  them  a  slide  show  on  1921  Pilgrim  die  varieties  at  their  reception,  but 
for  some  unknown  reason  they  declined. 

Well,  that  about  wraps  it  up  for  another  exciting  edition  of  Club  News!  If  you  have 
anything  you  think  may  be  worthwhile  in  this  department  -  PLEASE  -  post  it  along! 
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DOMESTIC  COINAGE  FOR  THE  TEX 

MONTHS  OF 

1IM7. 

Philadelphia. 

San  Francisco. 

Denver. 

Half  dollars,  regular .  8.762.869 

1,440,000 

400,000 

Quarter 

dollars .  12,856,299 

1,472,000 

5,610,800 

Dimes  . 

.  37.314,734 

6,000,000 

10.693,000 

Nickels 

.  58,015,764 

5,595,000 

17.826,000 

Cents 

.  195,413.250 

20,700,000 

48,500,000 

Commemorative  half  dollars: 


Antietam.  1937  .  50,028 


Arkansas,  1937-1936  .  .  .  . 

5.505 

5,506 

5.505 

Arkansas,  Robinson,  1936 
Cleveland.  1936  . 

25,265 

25,015 

Daniel  Boone.  1937-1934 

15,010 

5,006* 

7,506 

Gettysburg,  1936-1938  ... 
New  Rochelle.  1938  . 

50,028 

26,015 

Norfolk,  193  6  . 

25,013 

Oregon  Trail,  193  7  . 

Roanoke,  1937  .  .  . . 

50,030 

12.008 

Swedes  in  Delaware.  193  6 

-38  25,015 

Texas.  1937-1936  . 

8,005 

8,007 

8,006 

•First  coinage  In  1937. 

312,666,845 

35.225.519 

83,062.8  25 
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PRICE  LIST 


U.  S. 


JULY  6rH 

Commemorative  Coins 


For  Sale  by  B.  MAX  MEHL. 


(As  these  Coins  are  in  great  demand  and  values  increasing,  these  Prices  are  subject  u> 
change.  So  better  aider  promptly.  Some  of  these  coins  have  increased  inO",  ip  \aUie  |n 
less  than  a  year.) 


1936 


1892  Columbian  Half  Dollar.  Rrjght  "NT i n t  Condition 

1893  Columbian  Half  Dollar 

1900  Watbimrlon-T-afayt  ttc  Dollar 

1903  La.  Purchase  Gold  Dollar.  Portrait  of  McKinlej 

1903  La.  Purchase  Gold  Dollar.  Portrait  of  Jefferson 

1904  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  (.old  Dollar 

1905  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  Gold  Dollar 
1915  Panama  Pacific  $1.50  Gold  Piece 

1915  Panama  Pacific  Gold  Dollar.  Head  of  Labor 

1915  Panama  Pacific  H  tlf  Dollar.  Extremely  fine 

1916  McKinley  Gold  Dollar 

1917  McKinley  Gold  Dollar. 

1918  Illinois  or  Lincoln  Half  Dollar 

.Uame  nail  ootiar  . . . 

1920  Piltrrim  Half  Dollar  .  . 

1921  Piljrrim  Half  Dollar,  Scarce  . 

1921  Missouri  Half  Dollar,  With  Star 

1921  Missouri  Half  Dollar.  Without  ^tar . 

1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar,  With  Star 

1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar,  Without  Star 

1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar,  With  Star . 

1922  Grant  Gold  Dollar,  Without  Star 

1922  Grant  Half  Dollar.  With  Star.  Rare . . 

1922  Grant  Half  Dollar,  Without  Star . 

1923  Monroe  Half  Dollar  . . . . 

1924  Huguenot-Walloon  Half  Dollar . 

1925  Stone  Mountain  Hr  If  Dollar.. . 

1925  Hunker  Hill  or  Lexington-Concord  Half  Dollar . 

1925  Lnrt  Vancouver  Half  Dollar. . . . 

1925  California  Diamond  Jubilee . . .  . 

1925  Norse  American  Octagonal,  (3  cornered)  Thin  variety 
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B.  MAX  MEIIL,  Numismatist,  Mehl  Building,  FORT  WORTH,  TEXAS 
Courtesy  of  Michael  K.  Garofalo,  #792,  NH 


■>*c  ■>'<  ■>*< 


Letters  To  'Hie  Editor 


Well,  my  mailbox  is  just  bursting  with  all  kinds  of  timely  letters  &  notes  and  I  urge 
you  to  KEEP  UP  THE  GOOD  WORK!  The  Letters  To  The  Editor  Department  is  your  sounding 
board  and  we  are  always  interested  in  your  opinions!  PLEASE  feel  free  to  drop  me  a  line 
at  anytime  as  I  love  opening  up  letters  that  contain  something  other  than  bills!  Now 
here's  a  sincere  message  for  all  of  us  to  consider... 

Nominations . . . 

I'm  flattered  that  I  received  nominations  for  four  positions  in  the  Society,  but  I'm 
afraid  I  must  respectfully  decline  them.  As  I'm  sure  you  know,  my  position  on  the  ANA 
Board  requires  a  tremendous  amount  of  time,  and  I've  always  felt  that  if  I  couldn't 
enter  into  a  responsibility  and  be  able  to  give  100%,  I  would  not  be  serving  in  the  best 
interest  of  those  who  nominated  and  voted  for  me  -  should  I  win.  Also,  I  have  just 
agreed  to  run  again  for  the  CONECA  (the  error  club)  Board,  so  that  too  will  require  some 
time.  However,  I  deeply  appreciate  the  opportunity. 

Kindest  regards,  Bill  Fivaz,  #466,  GA 


With  regret,  I  must  inform  you  that  I  am  unable  to  accept  the  nomination  for  Treasurer 
of  the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins.  I  am  currently  involved  in  starting  up  a 
new  business,  and,  for  this  reason,  would  not  be  able  to  allocate  enough  of  my  time  and 
services  to  the  Society. 

I  would  like  to  continue  my  support  for  the  Society,  and  would  gladly  entertain  any 
nomination  which  might  come  my  way  in  the  future.  Please  continue  to  keep  me  advised  on 
any  Society  functions. 

Very  Truly  Yours,  Stephen  L.  Sanders,  LM-7,  TX 


While  I  very  much  appreciate  the  kind  nomination  for  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Society 
for  United  States  Commemorative  Coins,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  my  schedule  at  this  time 
would  not  permit  me  to  enter  the  election  contest.  So,  I  respectfully  request  that  my 
name  be  withdrawn. 

At  the  same  time  I  very  much  appreciate  the  honor  and  ask  you  to  thank  my  nominators. 

Best  personal  regards,  Q.  David  Bowers,  #548,  NH 


Upon  opening  the  Society's  letter  nominating  myself  for  Newsletter  editor,  I  nearly  fell 
off  my  chair  in  total  surprise.  Imagine  myself  representing  the  fastest  growing  club  in 
the  U.S.  as  its  Newsletter  Editor... 

Well  the  fascination  and  excitement  wore  off  after  several  minutes  of  serious  thought. 
The  fact  is  I  would  have  jumped  at  this  opportunity  if  I  was  retired  or  self-employed. 
As  it  is,  I  am  deeply  involved  in  my  duties  as  Asst.  V.P.  of  a  large  Savings  and  Loan 
and  devote  my  free  time  to  my  family.  I  know  the  responsibility  well  of  being  an  editor, 
as  I  was  the  bulletin  editor  for  my  Rotary  Club  for  5  years.  I  served  my  time  at  that 
post  and  as  V.P.  for  Rotary  and  was  relieved  when  my  tenure  came  to  a  close.  I  found 
myself  up  late  many  a  night  trying  to  get  details  sorted  out  even  though  I  enjoyed  what 
I  was  doing. 
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So  with  all  due  respect,  I  must  decline  your  nomination  as  Newsletter  Editor  at  this 
time.  I  get  the  idea  that  Ray  Mercer  or  Jim  Iacovo,  two  fine  fellows  indeed,  had 
something  to  do  with  this  nomination.  I  am  flattered  that  they  thought  enough  of  me  to 
consider  my  name  for  nomination.  (Editor's  note:  Although  we  are  certainly  not  against 
the  concept  of  Mr.  Fuldauer  being  Newsletter  Editor,  to  my  knowledge,  neither  Jim  nor  I 
nominated  him  for  this  post.  I  can  only  suggest  that  either  Mr.  Fuldauer  has  more  than 
two  admirers  in  the  Society  or  people  have  been  impressed  by  one  of  his  published 
"Letters  to  the  Editor".) 

Please  convey  my  message  to  Ray  as  follows  -  Ray,  you  are  doing  a  fine  job  as  newsletter 
editor.  I  do  hope  you  consider  running  for  reelection  for  at  least  one  more  year  based 
on  the  super  job  you  have  done  to  date.  Finding  a  replacement  for  you  will  be  a  most 
difficult  task  (Editor's  note:  To  date  -  most  Martians  find  it  difficult  to  obtain 
"green  cards").  Pity  the  new  newsletter  editor  who  has  to  fill  your  shoes.  It  will  take 
at  least  one  year  or  more  to  even  produce  a  newsletter  meeting  the  high  standards  you 
have  set. 

Thank  you  again  for  considering  myself  for  this  nomination.  I  shall  continue  my 
membership  with  pride  and  hope  the  club  flourishes  in  the  years  to  come. 

Sincerely,  Albert  G.  Fuldauer,  #160,  IN. 


I  thank  you  and  the  Society  for  my  nomination  as  Y.N.  representative.  It  is  a  great 
honor  to  be  selected  for  this  job. 

However,  I  don't  think  I  can  make  a  commitment  to  it  at  this  time.  I  would  be  unable  to 
attend  meetings  and  board  meetings  across  the  country  because  of  cost  and  time.  Also, 
writing  fresh,  new  commemorative  material  for  Y.N.s  every  few  months  would  not  be 
possible  for  me.  I  have  already  committed  to  writing  in  other  publications,  and  I  feel 
that  I  must  fulfill  those  obligations  before  taking  more  work.  My  school  workload  next 
year  will  be  extremely  difficult,  and  Debate  and  Swimming  take  up  my  free  time. 

Again  I  thank  you  for  Y.N.  support,  but  I  feel  that  if  I  can't  do  a  job  well  I  would 
rather  not  attempt  it.  I  hope  you  understand.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely,  David  B.  Massey,  J-16,  GA. 


Dear  Secretary: 

I  was  absolutely  shocked  to  receive  this  nice  notice  from  the  Society!  Teresa  and  I  are 
at  a  loss  for  words  on  these  nominations  and  wish  to  thank  the  Society  for  their 
kindness  in  thinking  of  us.  However,  as  you  know,  we  are  now  up  to  our  necks  in  the 
store  and  the  exposition.  We  do  consider  it  a  great  honor  to  be  thought  of  by  the 
Society  and  I  promise  to  back  it  behind-the-scenes  as  much  as  possible.  Please  convey 
our  deep  gratitude  to  all  the  members  and  especially  to  you  and  Don.  Please  feel  free  to 
call  on  us  for  any  service  needed. 

Best  regards,  Samuel  L.  Lopresto,  #38,  CA 


Noble  Obsessions... 

I'd  like  to  dedicate  this  letter  to  the  collectors  of  our  organization. 
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First  of  all,  how  do  you  know  if  you  are  a  "collector"?  The  clue  I  look  for  is  not  being 
able  to  discard  anything.  You  go  to  a  Dodger  Game  and  you  just  have  to  stash  that 
program  away  on  the  shelf  with  the  others  you  have  been  saving.  Your  garage  or  attic  is 
full  of  boxes  of  "important"  memorabilia  you  just  can't  part  with. 

Do  you  still  have  the  record  collection  you  had  as  a  teenager?  (Editor's  note:  Yeah, 
three  counts  of  grand  auto  theft!)  And  are  you  running  out  of  space  storing  them? 

If  you  are  nodding  your  head,  you  might  just  have  the  bug.  But  don't  fret,  it  is  time 
for  collectors  to  proudly  stand  up  and  be  counted.  Remember,  if  it  were  not  for  us, 
there  would  be  no  dealers.  Coins  would  be  in  museums  for  people  to  look  at,  not  touch. 
There  would  be  no  need  for  coin  shows  or  newsletters  like  this. 

Our  "Noble  obsession"  makes  all  this  possible.  That  familiar  feeling  in  the  pit  of  your 
stomach  when  you  see  an  unbelievable  Iowa,  or  a  proof-like  Columbian.  The  sweaty  palms 
when  you  write  that  check,  knowing  you  needed  new  tires  LAST  MONTH,  and  this  will  delay 
it  even  longer.  The  utter  joy  you  feel  whenever  you  share  your  gems  with  someone  who 
really  appreciates  them. 

That's  why  this  organization  is  so  important  to  me.  We  all  understand  these  feelings.  We 
all  love  what  we  collect  so  painstakingly.  We  share  the  love  of  collecting.  We 
understand  each  other. 

The  collectors  are  the  "silent  majority"  of  numismatics.  The  average  collector  has  never 
been  to  an  ANA  show.  The  average  collector  will  never  own  a  complete  50  piece  set  in 
MS-65  condition.  The  average  collector  has  been  burned  more  than  once,  and  has  learned 
from  each  experience. 

Our  society  is  a  group  of  collectors  and  collector/dealers.  I  have  been  in  contact  with 
several  of  the  dealers  in  our  society,  and  feel  nothing  but  trust  and  respect  for  them. 
That  makes  me  feel  good  about  us.  I  am  proud  to  be  a  member  of  such  an  organization. 

I  will  end  this  letter  with  a  plea.  I  want  to  hear  from  other  collectors.  What  is  your 
proudest  possession?  What  else  do  you  collect?  Does  your  wife/husband  understand  your 
obsession? 

I  WILL  START:  -  I  am  very  proud  of  my  ANACS  graded  MS  67/67  IOWA  and  NORFOLK.  One  with 
incredible  toning  and  the  other  blazing  B.U.  -  I  also  collect  Beach  Boy  albums.  I  have 
over  350  different  7"  +  12"  albums  from  all  over  the  world.  -  No,  she  doesn't. 

Andy  Todd,  member  // 552,  CA 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Andy,  thanks  for  taking  the  time  to  share  with  us  your  love  for  the  hobby!  I  wish  more  people 
would  follow  your  lead  as  this  newsletter  is  dedicated  to  EVERYONE  who  loves  numismatics!  Therefore,  I  would 
like  to  join  you  in  urging  everyone  to  drop  us  a  line  and  let  us  know  what  your  feelings  are!  Three  cheers  for 
your  "Noble  Obsession"  -  that's  what  collecting  ANYTHING  is  all  about! 


Bust  Half  Nut  Exposes  Irony... 

WHAT  IRONY! ! !  The  last  two  issues  of  TCT  dealt  at  some  length  with  the  issue  of  a 
"condition  census".  Yet  what  to  my  surprise  falls  out  of  the  Winter,  1985  edition,  but  a 
request  to  enumerate  the  population  of  the  members  collection.  Is  this  not  an  attempt  at 

a  census? 

Fall,  1985  TCT  the  condition  was  termed  "the  finest  known  to  us"  although  I 
questioned  that  phrase  in  my  mind  as  it  relates  to  a  census  I  let  it  pass.  However,  I 

will  speak  now. 
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I  am  also  a  member  of  The  Bust  Half  Nut  Club  whose  members  are  collectors  of  Turban  Head 
Halves  dated  1807-1836  by  Overton  varieties.  The  members  report  their  holdings  by  date, 
variety,  and  grade.  This  information  is  collected  and  redistributed  to  the  members.  The 
purpose  of  this  exercise  is  to  share  valuable  information.  It  also  allows  you  to  contact 
other  members,  if  you  have  duplicates,  and  possibly  work  out  trades  for  varieties  you 
may  need.  It  is  not  the  search  for  the  finest  known,  yet  it  does  allow  for  the  "finest 

known  to  us"  to  be  evident  on  those  truly  rare  varieties  such  as  the  1817/14.  A 

condition  census  does  have  advantages  if  used  properly. 

I  am  personally  against  the  Commemorative  Society  undertaking  such  an  ambitious  project 
because  it  could  not  benefit  the  members  as  it  does  the  Overton,  Cohen,  Sheldon,  and 
Newcomb  collectors.  It  WOULD  turn  out  to  be  the  "finest  known  to  us  Society"  and  would 
discourage  future  members.  I  can  see  it  now  -  John  Q.  Commemorative  would  like  to  join, 
but  has  only  a  few  pieces  and  they  are  XF  and  sees  that  the  membership  is  comprised  of 

collections  of  MS67+  and  so  forth.  Will  he  join? 

Peter  J.  Wesp,  // 626,  MD. 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Peter,  thanks  for  posting  your  thoughts  along,  but  I  honestly  find  it  a  tad  difficult  to 
understand  your  concern.  First  of  all,  we  have  decided  NOT  to  perform  a  "finest  known"  census,  so  we  are 
certainly  in  agreement  100%  in  this  respect! 

However,  I  fail  to  see  what  a  simple  request  for  some  information  on  the  existing  NUMBER  of  pieces  has  to  do 
with  a  "condition  census"  (i.e.  QUALITY  -  real  or  imagined).  We  included  the  basic  question  of  "do  you  own  a 
1933-D  Oregon  Trail?"  in  the  survey,  not  to  ascertain  any  particular  specimen's  grade  or  "condition  census", 
but  to  merely  obtain  a  very  rough  idea  of  the  number  of  pieces  distributed  throughout  our  membership.  I  dare 
say  that  many  numismatists,  in  their  own  minds,  will  often  wishfully  elevate  the  quality  of  their  coins,  but 
even  amongst  the  most  imaginative  -  very  few  people  possess  the  ability  to  physically  conjure  up  examples  that 
simply  don't  exist.  However,  I  still  respect  your  concerns  and  appreciate  the  time  you  took  to  write  us! 

A  Grand  Time  In  Salt  Lake... 

On  Saturday  22nd  at  9:00AM,  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins  was  treated  to  a 
fresh  fruit,  homemade  fruit  cake,  coffee  &  juice  continental  breakfast  with  the 
thoughtful  aid  of  the  Utah  Numismatic  Society  President,  Chris  Robertson.  The  real  treat 
came  when  after  the  official  business  was  over,  "TCT"  editor  and  noted  commem  dealer, 
Ray  Mercer,  assisted  by  the  charming  Gene  Neel,  presented  an  array  of  very  well  done 
slides,  showing  and  pointing  out  many  of  the  commems  with  their  individual 
characteristics.  Very  informative  and,  of  course,  entertaining  as  Ray  always  is!  We  do 
APPRECIATE  the  dedication  of  these  2  fine  gentlemen  and  sweet  Valerie  who  made  sure  "The 
Garden  of  Eden"  (Gene's  Coin  Company)  was  being  well  tended  to  while  Gene  was  making 
sure  our  society  meeting  was  being  well  cared  for! 

It  is  most  helpful  to  the  novice  commem  collectors,  such  as  ourselves,  to  be  able  to 
learn  from  sincere/honest,  knowledgeable  experts  about  such  things  as  original  surface 
toning,  etc.;  as  opposed  to  dipped,  re-dipped,  artificial  toning;  die  polish,  whizzing 
etc.  There's  so  much  to  learn!  But  what  a  help  these  Society  meetings  are.  Also,  before 
the  convention  began,  there  was  a  3  day  intense  seminar  by  the  ANA  -  one  of  the  courses 
was  on  U . S . Commemorative  coins  and  Roger  and  I  signed  up  -  worth  every  cent  and  effort! 

At  the  end  of  the  show  on  Saturday  evening  as  we  were  eating  our  "last  meal"  of  the 
convention,  adorable  Bert  Bressett  came  over  to  our  table  and  jubilantly  informed  us 
that  the  "little  'ol"  S.L.C.  Mid  Winter  Convention  had  the  outstanding  attendance  of 
6,996  registrants.  FABULOUS!  The  ANA  officials,  UNS  club  members  and  we  were  absolutely 
elated.  The  ANA/UNS  board/workers  are  to  be  heartily  commended  for  their  joint  efforts 
in  making  this  convention  a  resounding,  smashing  SUCCESS! 

Lonnie  Cazin,  // 454,  WY 
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EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Lonnie,  thanks  for  your  sincere  note  and  praise!  It  just  goes  to  prove  what  a  good  AND 
informative  time  can  be  had  at  Society  meetings!  As  a  matter  of  fact,  your  Editor  even  received  an  official 
"Wyoming  pin"  to  emblazon  his  convention  badge  -  courtesy,  of  course,  of  the  ever-f riendly  Cazins!  However, 
don't  let  Lonnie  &  Roger  Cazin  have  ALL  the  fun  -  try  to  attend  a  Society  Meeting  next  time  it  visits  your 

locale ! 


B.  Max  Mehl  Lives... 

For  the  amusement  and  education  of  the  membership,  I  have  enclosed  photocopies  of  a  B. 
Max  Mehl  price  list,  dated  July  6th,  1936.  It  does  provide  us  with  some  insights  as  to 
the  relative  scarcity  of  some  issues  as  perceived  by  Mr.  Mehl. 

Michael  K.  Garofalo,  #792,  NH 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  I  would  like  to  thank  Mike  for  posting  along  his  very  interesting  copy  of  a  Mehl  flyer  for  all 
of  us  to  see  and  enjoy!  If  YOU  have  anything  interesting  -  please  follow  Mike's  lead  and  send  it  in!  It  makes 
for  fun  reading  and  a  better  newsletter! 


He's  Had  His  Fill... 

Although  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Society  for  a  very  short  period  of  time,  I  have 
found  it  very  useful  and  enjoyed  very  much  the  educational  aspects  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE 
TRAIL.  Photographic  prints  are  outstanding! 

I  do  feel  that  a  great  deal  of  the  "fill"  and  "editorial  comments"  could  be  deleted  with 

no  great  loss  to  the  overall  quality  of  the  publication.  I  think  you  put  far  too  much 

emphasis  on  the  quantity  (i.e.  pages)  rather  than  the  quality  of  the  information.  An 
occasional  comment  would  be  nice,  but  enough  is  enough!  It  strikes  me  as  a  waste  of 
space  to  include  half  the  comments  on  Page  #6.  for  instance,  of  the  latest  issue.  Your 
production  costs  could  easily  be  controlled  by  eliminating  half  of  the  excessive 
banter . 

I  also  have  some  problems  with  the  editorial  stand  as  it  relates  to  advertising  copy, 

why  in  the  world  can't  or  won't  you  accept  advertising?  We  (you)  could  set  down  some 

very  explicit  rules  and  maybe  the  same  rules  (i.e.  grades!).  I  read  and  see  constant 
complaints  relating  to  the  advertisers  in  COIN  WORLD  and  other  publications  relative  to 
grade  vs.  price.  Nobody  it  seems,  is  satisfied  (Editor's  fill:  Unfortunately,  a  common 
malady  of  our  times.).  Here's  a  chance  to  satisfy  -  !  It  looks  to  me  like  a  rather  high 
percentage  of  the  members  are  dealers  -  I'm  sure  they  would  feel  duty  bound  to  abide  by 
the  rules  and  advertise  properly  graded/priced  coins?!  Wouldn't  they? 

Also  -  there  must  be  members  with  coins  to  sell  or  trade  -  why  not  a  place  for  this?  If 
you  can  sell  etchings  -  why  not  coins. 

Garrett  G.  Neice,  #518,  MI. 

EDITOR'S  REPLY:  First  of  all,  I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Neice  for  taking  the  time  to  post  along  his  direct 
suggestions.  As  I  have  stated  in  the  past,  this  is  your  "sounding  board"  and  we  welcome  all  forms  of  insights! 
For  the  benefit  of  all,  let's  attempt  to  answer  some  of  his  questions... 

As  far  as  commercial  advertising  in  this  newsletter  is  concerned  -  this  possibility  was  brought  up  during  the 
1984-1985  club  year  and  the  membership  response  (both  in  writing  and  at  meetings)  was  vigorously  against  the 
concept.  Although  we  had  an  EVEN  HIGHER  percentage  of  dealers  in  our  population  in  those  days,  the  majority  of 
members  realized  that  due  to  the  subjectivity  of  grading  (both  on  the  amateur  AND  professional  level)  -  our 
newsletter  would  be  better  off  left  a  "club  publication"  -  devoted  strictly  to  information  and  fun. 


Another  strong  factor  contributing  to  this  desire  was  the  realization  that  publications  who  accept  advertising 
also  have  an  overwhelming  tendency  to  become  FINANCIALLY  DEPENDENT  upon  advertising  dollars  -  thus  giving  the 
biased  opinions  of  a  large  advertiser  far  more  "clout"  than  honest  ponderings  offered  by  someone  like  Mr. 
Neice.  Unfortunately,  this  has  a  habit  of  leading  to  inequality  and  those  not  expressing  a  friendly  viewpoint 
generally  find  their  views  unanswered,  or  even  worse,  purposely  ignored.  I'm  sure  we  can  all  understand  the 
danger  contained  in  that  type  of  literary  atmosphere. 

As  far  as  the  sale  of  etchings  is  concerned,  we  didn't  sell  them,  it  was  Bill  Shamhart's  own  personal  project. 
However,  he  was  kind  enough  to  donate  $50  out  of  each  sale  to  be  added  to  our  treasury  and  this  has  amounted  to 
a  total  of  $650  for  our  war  chest.  However,  we  DO  sell  photographs,  but  I  don't  really  see  how  buying  a 
photograph  contains  the  same  subjectivity  inherent  to  the  purchase  of  rare  coins.  Therefore,  I  don't  think  we 
are  breaking  our  advertising  policy  in  this  respect.  Fortunately,  the  sale  of  photographs  is  a  rather  cut  and 
dry  affair  and  I  trust  none  of  our  members  will  order  a  picture  of  the  Oregon  Trail  only  to  receive  a 
misrepresented  poster  depicting  the  likes  of  Chairman  Mao  in  its  place. 

However,  there  is  one  point  I  certainly  sympathize  with  Mr.  Neice  on  and  that  is  in  regards  to  the  "excessive 
banter"  rather  liberally  produced  by  your  Editor.  Although  it  would  certainly  be  nice  if  I  was  concise  and  to 
the  point,  I  humbly  suggest  that  Mr.  Neice  is  overlooking  a  major  obstacle  preventing  me  from  ever 
significantly  reducing  my  "editorial  fill".  I  fondly  refer  to  this  stumbling  block  as  -  "my  personality."  I'll 
be  the  first  one  to  admit  that  I'm  not  playing  with  a  full  deck,  but  then  again,  I  think  you'll  find  this  to  be 
quite  a  common  trait  among  folk  who  happily  donate  15  to  20  hours  of  their  time  each  quarter  to  produce  what 
they  hope  will  be  an  adequate  club  newsletter.  As  Mr.  Todd  so  aptly  put  it  in  his  previous  correspondence  - 
just  try  to  look  upon  my  quirk  as  a  "Noble  Obsession." 

However,  I  would  be  a  dispatcher  of  falsehoods  if  I  didn't  admit  that  I  write  to  amuse  myself.  Not  only  does  it 
make  the  time  go  quicker,  but  it  converts  what  others  might  perceive  as  an  "unnecessary  drudgery"  into  a  "fun 
pastime"  for  me.  If  it  strikes  you  as  a  "waste  of  space",  I'm  sorry,  but  it  goes  with  my  personality  and  I'm 
afraid  the  two  are  quite  inseparable.  However,  I  am  aware  of  ray  responsibility  for  adding  a  page  or  two  to  each 
newsletter,  so  I  have  made  a  point  of  donating  a  total  of  over  $1,000  for  this  club  year,  1985-1986,  in  am 
effort  to  offset  both  my  guilt  and  production  costs.  I  guess  I'm  just  one  of  those  people  who  likes  to  whistle 
while  they  work!  And  if  my  tune  disturbs  anyone,  I'm  truly  sorry,  but  I  find  it  hard  to  apologize  for  having  so 
much  fun.  I  could  go  on  about  this  fascinating  subject,  but  as  Mr.  Neice  likes  to  say,  "enough  is  enough!" 


More  Seminar  Suggestions... 

Relative  to  the  location  of  society  sponsored  seminars,  I  want  to  pass  along  two  ideas 
for  your  consideration: 

1. )  Rotate  seminar  locations  between  the  four  geographic  regions  (West  Coast,  Central, 

N.E.,  South)  on  an  annual  or  semi-annual  basis.  Within  each  of  these  regions  choose  a 
specific  location  that  will  allow  a  historical  field  trip  relative  to  commemorat ives . 
For  example,  a  seminar  in  the  west  region  could  be  held  in  San  Francisco,  with  field 

trips  to  the  Bay  Bridge  and  the  Pan-Pac  expo  site,  or  San  Diego  with  a  tour  of  Balboa 

Park.  A  seminar  in  the  south  would  be  held  in  Atlanta  with  a  side  trip  to  Stone 
Mountain.  Each  of  the  other  geographic  regions  would  have  multiple  sites  that  would 
allow  the  same  type  of  historic  exploration.  I  believe  coordinating  any  future  seminars 
with  these  types  of  activities  would  make  them  doubly  valuable  to  Society  members. 

2. )  It  might  be  interesting  to  see  if  other  members  would  be  interested  in  coordinating 

a  two-three  day  seminar  with  an  annual  convention  of  Society  members.  If  such  a 

convention  was  of  interest,  it  could  be  limited  to  Society  members  and  provide  not  only 
education,  but  also  a  forum  for  comparing  notes  and  coins,  buying  and  swapping  among 
members,  etc.  If  such  a  meeting  of  Society  members  was  of  interest,  it  might  make  sense 
to  schedule  it  immediately  following  a  major  national  convention  like  the  ANA  and  in  the 
same  location  to  reduce  travel  costs. 

I  enjoy  your  publication.  Keep  up  the  good  work. 
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Sincerely,  Larry  Shepherd,  //83A 


EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Larry,  thanks  for  the  added  insights!  Your  ideas  are  noted  and  will  be  discussed!  (Hello, 
Helen!)  The  seminar  project  is  quickly  coming  to  a  head  and  at  the  ANA  convention  in  August,  your  new  officers 
will  begin  to  formulate,  schedule,  and  firm  up  all  the  details.  We  will  be  appointing  a  "seminar  committee"  and 
if  anyone  wants  to  lend  a  hand  -  please  feel  free  to  contact  us  -  or  post  in  some  good  ideas  like  Larry! 


We've  Got  GREAT  Members... 

It  was  indeed  a  pleasure  for  me  to  present  the  following  BEP  card  to  Society  members, 
Roger  and  Lonnie  Cazin,  at  the  ANA  Midwinter  Convention. 

I  was  in  Washington,  D.C.,  from  February  12-16,  1986.  I  had  lunch  with  Katherine  Davalos 
Ortega,  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  on  February  13,  1986.  I  had  made  a  V.I.P.  tour 
of  the  BEP  during  the  morning. 

Robert  Leuver,  Director  of  the  BEP,  gave  me  a  tour  like  NO-ONE  else  has  ever  had.  I 
spoke  to  the  Department  heads  and  to  each  employee  of  specified  Departments.  We  did  the 
whole  NINE  YARDS. 

The  BEP  card  that  Roger  and  Lonnie  has  was  the  first  off  the  BEP  presses.  "PRESENTED  TO 
(LONNIE)  (ROGER)  CAZIN  FOR  YOUR  OUTSTANDING  SUPPORT,  DEDICATION  AND  LOVE  OF 
NUMISMATICS."  signed,  FEBRUARY  21,  1986  (actually  signed  February  13,  1986),  by:  ROGER 

P.  BRYAN,  PRESIDENT  OF  FUN,  RUTHANN  BRETTELL,  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  ANA  (signed 
February  19,  1986),  FLORENCE  M.  SCHOOK,  PRESIDENT,  ANA,  ROBERT  LEUVER,  DIRECTOR  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  BUREAU  OF  ENGRAVING  AND  PRINTING,  KATHERINE  DAVALOS  ORTEGA,  TREASURER  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

NO-ONE  can  claim  a  BEP  card  like  this.  The  idea  was  entirely  mine  and  I  had  the 
cooperation  of  the  ANA.  This  hard  working  TEAM  (Roger  and  Lonnie)  have  sat  in  the  wings 
long  enough,  it  certainly  was  TIME,  these  people  got  their  AWARD.  I  am  delighted  they 
are  members  of  the  "Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins",  and  I  thank  GOD  for  giving  me 
the  opportunity  to  KNOW  PEOPLE  like  this. 

I'll  try  my  best  to  write  you  some  exclusives  on  U.S.  Commemorat ives .  I  have  written 
many  for  publication  back  in  the  early  1970' s.  Yes,  that's  right,  most  people  think  that 
my  love  is  U.S.  Silver  dollars,  boy,  do  they  have  something  to  LEARN. 

Roger  P.  Bryan,  LM-6,  FL. 

EDITOR’S  REPLY:  Roger,  thanks  for  filling  us  in  on  the  details  and  we  are  all  looking  forward  to  your  exclusive 
articles  on  commemoratives !  Next  time  you  see  ANA  President,  Florence  Schook,  see  if  you  can't  sign  her  up  as  a 
member . 


Long  Beach  Meeting  A  Real  Success... 

As  a  Commemorative  Society  member  and  collector,  I  wanted  to  take  the  time  to  express 
appreciation  for  the  program  put  on  by  the  Society  in  conjunction  with  the  Long  Beach 
Expo  on  Feb.  1st,  1986  featuring  Ray  Mercer.  Mr.  Mercer's  talk  and  use  of  slides  showing 
contrasts  between  specific  examples  of  specimens  was  very  helpful  and  informative.  Apart 
from  the  entertainment  value  of  the  presentation,  much  information  about  strike,  toning, 
die  marks,  and  other  technical  factors  were  offered  in  detail.  I  hope  that  Mr.  Mercer 
and  the  Society  are  able  to  continue  with  programs  at  the  next  Long  Beach  Show. 

Member  // 61  ,  CA 
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•  NUMISMATIC- 


<  _  V  2 

•  CERTIFICATION  • 


The  Counterfeit 

Detector  Series  II 


USA 

1915-S  $1 

Panama-Pacific  Commemorative 
Counterfeit,  Report  15 


®1984  American  Numismatic  Association,  818  N. 


Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80908 


This  die-struck  counterfeit  exhibits  a  general 
loss  of  detail  and  softening  of  the  design.  A 
noticeable  diagnostic  feature  of  the  obverse  is  a 
depression  about  halfway  up  the  stem  of  the  9  in 
the  date.  On  the  reverse  the  most  noticeable  flaws 
occur  on  the  D  and  O  of  DOLLAR.  Depressions  are 
evident  about  halfway  up  the  curve  of  the  D  and 
at  about  4:00  on  the  O  in  DOLLAR. 
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Courtesy  of  Robert  Colby,  // 94,  NY 


EDITOR'S  REPLY:  #61,  thanks  for  your  kind  words  and  I’m  happy  to  learn  you  got  the  most  out  of  our  meeting!  The 
reason  why  I  sav,  "#61"  is  this  member  neglected  to  list  his/her  name,  but  not  membership  number,  on  the 
previous  correspondence!  Since  I  don't  have  access  to  the  our  membership  files,  we  will  leave  it  at  that,  but 
#61 's  message  is  clear  -  meetings  are  informative,  helpful,  and  fun!  See  you  at  the  next  Long  Beach  meeting, 
Saturday,  June  7th  at  9:00AM  sharp! 


a'cVcVc  The  Pres  identia.1  Department  YtVoV 

by  Frank  DuVall,  President,  Member  LM-1,  AL 

One  of  the  most  important  functions  of  the  president  of  any  organization  is  to  work 
toward  the  future  well  being  of  the  organization.  In  looking  over  the  list  of  candidates 
for  the  1986-1987  offices,  I  have  concluded  that  you,  the  membership,  in  selecting  this 
slate  of  candidates,  have  assured  this  important  function  has  been  accomplished  for  the 
near  future.  It's  a  great  feeling  to  recognize  that  there  exists  among  our  yet-untapped 
membership,  the  ability  to  continue  out  into  the  future.  Our  thirty-four  (3A)  juniors 
hold  great  promise  for  contributions  for  many  years.  Our  society  is  very  fortunate  to 
have  such  an  array  of  talent  in  its  slate  of  officers  for  1986-1987,  its  non-officer 
membership,  and  in  its  junior  members. 

Our  society  can  be  proud  of  the  way  we  nominate  and  elect  our  officers.  The  process  is 
as  democratic  as  we  can  envision  it,  and  even  the  process  is  wide-open  for  suggestions 
for  improvements.  The  excellent  slate  of  candidates  for  the  1986-1987  term  proves  the 
democratic  process  works. 

As  a  specific  note  on  the  list  of  candidates,  there  is  enough  capability  and  talent 
among  the  candidates  for  the  office  of  vice-president  ALONE  to  make  our  society  proud. 
Further,  all  of  those  candidates  for  the  other  offices  are  ideally  suited  for  the 
positions  they  seek.  At  the  risk  of  being  repetitious  I'll  say  again  our  society  has  a 
great  future. 

May  I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  how  much  I  appreciate  the  nominations  I  received 
for  most  of  the  offices.  I  have  elected  not  to  run  for  office  next  year  but  will 
continue  to  serve  in  the  educational  program  aspects  of  our  society.  You  have  given  me 
far  more  than  my  fair  share  of  recognition  and  honor  in  the  society.  For  this  I  thank 
each  of  you.  It  appears  it  is  always  appropriate  in  any  organization  to  broaden  horizons 
by  the  infusion  of  new  talent  and  ideas  -  particularly  when  a  vast  reserve  of  talent  and 
ideas  exists.  Thank  you  again  for  the  nominations  of  office! 

Be  sure  to  vote! 


In  Memoriam 

Jerry  Moskowitz  -  Member  19A,  Arizona 
Dealer  -  Collector  -  Gentleman 
But  Most  Of  All  -  Friend 


•  NUMISMATIC- 


•  CERTIFICATION  • 


The  Counterfeit 

Detector  Series  II 


USA 
1922  $1 

Grant  Commemorative 
Counterfeit,  Report  17 


®1984  American  Numismatic  Association,  HIS  N.  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903 


This  die-struck  counterfeit  exhibits  a  number  of 
obvious  flaws.  On  the  obverse,  depressions  are 
evident  in  the  field  immediately  under  the  second 
2  of  1822.  Another  obvious  depression  appears  in 


the  field  between  the  D  and  O  of  DOLLAR  and  in 
the  field  below  the  G  and  A  of  GRANT.  Spikes 
(raised  lines  of  metal)  angle  up  and  to  the  right 
from  the  rim  to  the  tops  of  the  letters  of  UNITED. 
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Courtesy  of  Robert  Colby,  //94,  NY 


Vc  >'c  >'c 


P'rom  The  Off  f  ice  Of  The  V  .  P  . 


>WoV 


by  Anthony  Swiatek,  Vice  President,  Member  // 4,  NY 

In  the  name  of  our  ever-growing  Society,  it  was  an  honor  to  present  the  Honorable  Frank 
Annunzio,  Chairman  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Consumer  Affairs  and  Coinage  with  Honorary 
membership  // 1,  during  a  scheduled  visit  to  his  Washington,  D.C.  office. 

As  most  members  are  aware,  the  congressman  is  responsible  in  several  ways  for  the 
"rebirth"  of  our  commemorative  coinage!  A  photo  of  this  event  will  be  shown  in  the  next 
issue,  should  it  not  be  received  by  publication  deadline.  (Editor's  note  -  it  wasn't  and 
it  will  be ! ) . 

After  the  af orement ioned  bestowal,  the  chairman  was  presented  with  the  ANA's  Medal  of 
Merit  by  ANA  president  Florence  Schook. 

At  this  moment,  I  would  like  to  commend  -  Ladies  first,  Ray  -  Our  wonderful  and  charming 
secretary,  Helen  Carmody  for  all  her  massive  efforts  to  make  our  society  Herculean.  She 
spends  so  much  time  helping  to  keep  the  "machine  working".  Thank  you.  Treasurer,  Don 
Carmody,  for  your  efforts  and  understanding. 

Without  your  dedication  and  lovely  wife's  assistance,  Ray  Mercer  -  our  illustrious 
editor  -  the  Commemorative  Trail  would  just  be  ordinary.  Instead,  we  can  label  it  par 
excellence!  I  would  also  want  to  acknowledge  Messrs.  DuVall,  Langham  and  Neel  for  their 
endeavors.  Working  together,  our  Society  has  become  a  dominative  force,  in  the 
numismatic  world. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  those  members  who  sent  your  V.P.  Get  Well  Wishes. 
Numismat ically  yours,  Anthony  Swiatek 

Tlie  Publicity  Roar  cl  Room  Vc  Vc  Vc 

by  Ralph  Langham,  Publicity  Chairman,  Member  //4 9,  CT. 

As  the  ANA  convention  and  therefore  a  full  year  in  office  for  most  of  us  approaches,  I 
think  it  is  proper  for  us  to  look  at  what  has  been  accomplished  over  the  last  year.  For 
the  job  of  publicity  director,  probably  the  most  important  thing  accomplished  is  that 
when  we  write  to  the  trade  papers,  they  now  recognize  that  there  is  a  Commemorative 
Society  and  therefore  will  print  our  publicity  releases.  Initially  our  publicity 
bulletins  were  sent  to  the  circular  file.  With  a  great  deal  of  work  and  patience,  they 
are  now  getting  printed  and  in  a  very  proper  way. 

We  are  also  getting  a  great  deal  of  support  from  the  membership,  with  perhaps  the  award 
of  the  year  going  to  Charlie  Boyd,  who  managed  to  get  Governor  Wallace  to  proclaim 
National  Coin  Week  on  behalf  of  the  Commem  Society  and  the  ANA.  The  publicity  and  photo 
for  this  arrived  a  little  late  (Editor's  Note:  I  was  unaware  it  had  to  be  posted  to  your 
villa  in  France!),  but  was  on  its  way  to  all  trade  papers  and  the  ANA  upon  receipt.  This 
was  a  fantastic  bit  of  effort  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Boyd. 

One  of  the  projects  adopted  by  the  publicity  office  was  the  sponsoring  of  Regional  or 
Local  meetings.  We  were  able  to  run  a  small  but  successful  meeting  at  the  N.E.N.A. 
convention  and  several  other  smaller  shows.  I  would  like  to  personally  recommend  that 
more  of  these  meetings  be  run,  that  the  scheduling  and  running  of  them  be  a  job  for  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Society.  I  have  been  a  member  of  EAC  since  shortly  after  it  was 
founded  and  I  see  no  reason  why  we  cannot  organize  and  run  regional  and  local  meetings 
on  a  par  with  this  fine  organization. 


In  summary ,  as  I  stated  last  August,  the  job  of  publicity  director  belongs  to  every  one 
of  us.  We,  by  our  actions  and  deeds,  represent  the  Commemorative  Society.  What  success 
we  have  had  belongs  to  you,  not  to  me,  and  for  that  I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  you  for 
a  great  year. 

On  a  personal  note,  those  of  you  that  know  my  collecting  interest,  know  that  I  love  the 
little  items,  those  that  need  research  and  explanation.  So  to  you  that  love  this,  I 
present  my  latest  find.  At  the  White  Plains,  N.Y.  show  I  was  able  to  purchase  from  a 
non-collector,  non-dealer  a  Columbian  Half  Dollar  in  an  18kt  Gold  Bezel  that  was 
described  as  coming  from  his  grandfather  who  purchased  it  at  the  Exposition  as  a  watch 
fob.  It  still  has  the  string  tag  that  came  with  it.  Haven't  found  this  one  listed,  if 
any  of  you  have,  how  about  writing  to  us.  When  we  get  a  satisfactory  answer,  we  will  do 
some  photos  and  send  them  out  for  publicity. 

>*<  •>’<  ■>’< _ The  Program  Card _ ■>’< 

by  Gene  Neel,  Program  Chairman,  Member  #32,  MN. 

Let's  take  a  quick  look  at  our  confirmed  meeting  list  so  far... 


*  *  *  Schedule  Of  Future  Meetings  *  *  * 


LONG  BEACH  EXPO,  CA,  Saturday,  June  7th,  1986,.  9:00AM,  Speaker  -  Anthony  Swiatek 

#, 

GARDEN  STATE,  NJ,  Sat,  June  28th,  2:00PM,  Burlington  Room,  Anthony  Swiatek 

MILWAUKEE  ANA,  WI,  August  9th,  1986,  9:00AM,  ROOM  E-10,  Speaker(s)  -  to  be  announced. 

THREE  YEARS  OLD!  ONE  THOUSAND  MEMBERS!  Come  to  ANA  '86!  This  is  a  special  Society 
meeting  coming  up,  and  we  want  EVERY  MEMBER  PRESENT! 

AM  I  stealing  some  of  Ralph  Langham's  glory?  If  I  am,  it  is  only  because  I  am  excited 
about  our  upcoming  meeting  at  this  year's  ANA  Convention.  In  addition  to  the  meeting 
itself,  we  will  have  our  own  booth  in  "CLUB  MIDWAY"!  This  booth  will  give  us  more  time 
to  talk  to  individuals  who  show  interest  in  our  great  Society  which,  after  three  years, 
has  had  absolutely  no  commercialism  in  any  of  its  activities.  We  will  need  two  members 
at  the  booth  at  all  times  to  sufficiently  handle  questions,  solicit  membership,  etc.  If 
you  have  an  interest  in  helping,  PLEASE,  contact  Helen  Carmody  or  myself.  We  would  like 
to  give  as  many  members  as  possible  a  chance  to  spend  some  time  at  the  booth. 

In  addition  to  our  booth,  which  will  run  throughout  the  convention,  this  year's  meeting 
shows  promise  of  being  the  best  ever!  Plan  to  attend  the  meeting  at  9:00  AM,  Room  E-10, 
on  Saturday,  August  9th.  Although  the  contents  of  the  meeting  are  not  completely 
finalized  yet,  we  are  expecting  to  have  something  new  and  different  -  including  a  very 
special  guest  speaker,  if  possible.  I  will  say  no  more,  because  I  want  your  curiosity  up 
enough  that  YOU  WILL  BE  THERE!  Expect  more  information  in  the  Summer,  1986  TCT  which 
will  be  released  in  July! 

This  is  my  third  report  to  you  as  your  Program  Chairperson,  and  I  want  to  thank  you  all 
for  the  support  given  me  this  past  year.  Since  I  declined  my  nomination  for  another 
term,  I  ask  that  you  extend  the  same  support  to  the  new  Chairperson  coming  in.  If  you 
have  something  that  you  think  may  be  interesting  for  inclusion  into  one  of  our  meetings, 
speak  up! 

Respectfully  submitted.  Gene  C.  Neel,  Program  Chairperson 
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State  of  Alabama 


GOVERNOR'S  OFFICE 


MONTGOMERY  36130 


George  c.  Wallace 


GOVERNOR 


February  28,  1986 


Mr .  Charlie  Boyd 
Post  Office  Box  39016 
Birmingham,  Alabama  35208 

Dear  Charlie: 

Please  allow  me  to  take  this  opportunity  to  congratulate 
you  on  your  new  corporation.  Society  for  United  States  Com¬ 
memorative  Coins,  Inc. 

I  would  like  to  extend  to  you  and  your  associates  best 
wishes  for  a  very  successful  venture  in  our  fine  state.  Please 
know  that  my  office  will  be  available  to  assist  you  in  any 
manner  possible. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  a  review  of  the  documents 
submitted  to  the  Franchise  Tax  Division  of  the  Department  of 
Revenue  for  a  decision  as  to  whether  or  not  your  corporation  is 
liable  for  franchise  tax  and  permit  fee  has  resulted  in  a  deter¬ 
mination  that  the  corporation  falls  within  the  "strictly  bene¬ 
volent,  educational  or  religious"  category  and  is  therefore, 
exempt  from  franchise  tax  and  permit  fee. 

With  kind  personal  regards ,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours, 


GCW : gta 
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*  * 


*  1986—1987  Election  Slate  *  *  * 


The  following  candidates  accepted  nominations  for  office  and  will  be  appearing  on  your 
ballot  in  July. . . 

PRESIDENT:  Helen  L.  Carmody,  Jack  Ehrmantraut,  Jr. 

VICE  PRESIDENT:  Dick  Armstrong,  Jim  Carr,  Robert  E.  Colby,  Steele  Eunson,  Mike  Fuljenz, 
Ralph  C.  Langham,  Anthony  Swiatek. 

SECRETARY:  Jan  Mercer 

TREASURER:  James  S.  Iacovo 

NEWSLETTER  EDITOR:  Ray  Mercer 

PROGRAM  CHAIRPERSON:  Charlie  Boyd,  Maurice  Rosen 
YN  REPRESENTATIVE:  Elizabeth  Messick,  Dorothy  Stutzman 

In  total,  we  received  a  grand  total  of  29  nominations  -  a  historical  record  for  our 
Society!  This  growing  interest  shows  a  true  club  spirit  and  sincere  concern  for  our 
future.  The  following  is  a  list  of  members  who  respectfully  declined  their  nominations 
for  the  specified  seats... 


PRESIDENT:  Dick  Armstrong,  Jim  Carr,  Don  Carmody,  Frank  DuVall,  Steele  Eunson,  Mike 

Fuljenz,  Jim  Iacovo,  Ray  Mercer,  Anthony  Swiatek 

VICE  PRESIDENT:  Don  Carmody,  Helen  Carmody,  Frank  DuVall,  Jack  Ehrmantraut,  Jr.,  Jim 
Iacovo,  Sam  Lopresto,  Ray  Mercer 

SECRETARY:  Don  Carmody,  Helen  Carmody,  Frank  DuVall,  Bill  Fivaz,  Mike  Fuljenz,  Jim 

Iacovo,  Ray  Mercer,  Anthony  Swiatek 

TREASURER:  Q.  David  Bowers,  Don  Carmody,  Helen  Carmody,  Bill  Fivaz,  Ray  Mercer,  Stephen 
L.  Sanders 

PROGRAM  CHAIRPERSON:  Helen  Carmody,  Teresa  Darling,  Frank  DuVall,  Brian  Hendelson,  Sam 
Lopresto,  Ray  Mercer,  Gene  Neel 

PUBLICITY  CHAIRPERSON:  Dick  Armstrong,  Helen  Carmody,  Teresa  Darling,  Frank  DuVall,  Bill 
Fivaz,  Mike  Fuljenz,  Ralph  Langham,  Sam  Lopresto,  Jan  Mercer,  Ray  Mercer,  Anthony 
Swiatek. 

NEWSLETTER  EDITOR:  Frank  DuVall,  Bill  Fivaz,  Albert  Fuldauer 

YN  REPRESENTATIVE:  David  Massey,  a  non-member,  and  several  members  who  are  adults 
therefore  -  uneligible  for  the  position  as  stated  in  the  guidelines  of  the  last  TCT. 

Articles  From  The  Membership ! 

Boy,  do  we  have  some  FANTASTIC  articles  in  this  issue  of  TCT!  You  people  really  have 
been  doing  a  SUPER  job  in  sending  along  your  literary  endeavors  to  promote  an  honest 
exchange  of  knowledge!  PLEASE  -  keep  up  the  good  work!  Now  let's  take  a  peek  at  our 
f irst  article . . . 
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by  Steve  Szenay,  #807,  MI 

The  Vermont  was  the  third  commemorative  authorized  by  the  act  of  February  24,  1925. 
Commemorating  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Bennington  and  the  Independence  of 
Vermont . 

I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  out  to  Verl  Cook  from  Michigan  for  allowing  me  the  use  of 
his  50  piece  silver  commemorative  set  to  photograph  for  this  and  upcoming  issues. 
Thanks,  Verl! 

1.)  Reverse  picture  of  the  Vermont  Half  Dollar,  showing  the  belly  and  the  field  below 
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of  the  Catamount  (Lynx  or  Puma).  The  Catamount  is  supposed  to  symbolize  the  Catamount 
Tavern  at  Bennington  where  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  sometimes  met.  But  this  had  very 
little  to  do  with  the  Battle  of  Bennington.  Note  several  vertical  die  polish  marks  in 
the  field,  also  notice  a  few  very  prominent  polish  marks  in  the  middle  of  the  picture. 

2. )  Obverse  side  of  the  Vermont  Half  Dollar,  featuring  the  bust  of  Ira  Allen  for  his 
part  in  establishing  Vermont  as  a  state.  There  are  die  polish  marks  running  horizontal 
above  Ira's  head  toward  America.  One  die  polish  mark  extends  from  forehead  of  Ira  Allen 
to  center  of  the  "M"  in  America. 

3. )  Reverse  photo  of  the  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar.  A  Hawaiian  warrior  chief 
facing  left.  The  Chief's  right  arm  is  held  out  to  welcome.  With  a  low  mintage  of  10,008 
which  includes  50  matte  proofs  causes  a  twinkle  in  many  a  collector's  eye  when 
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any  amount  appear  on  the  marketplace.  Bowers  &  Merena  reported  strong  demand  and  bidding 
when  they  offered  these  at  auction  recently.  All  known  genuine  Hawaiians  inspected  by 
this  author  have  the  very  pronounced  raised  die  polish  mark  running  parallel  to  the  rim 
through  the  coconut  tree  leaves  from  the  top  of  the  chief's  head.  Another  die  polish 
mark  extending  from  the  chief's  eyeball  through  the  coconut  leaves. 

A.)  1925  Fort  Vancouver  Centennial  Half  Dollar,  net  coinage  14,994.  On  the  reverse,  a 
frontiersman,  in  buckskin  suit,  standing  with  musket,  facing  to  the  right.  Mt .  Hood  in 
Washington  is  to  the  right  of  the  frontiersman,  with  what  appears  to  be  blemishes  on  the 
coin,  this  must  be  a  counterfeit  coin.  Wrong!  The  Fort  Vancouver  genuine  coin  comes  both 
with  and  without,  lumps,  also  counterfeit  Fort  Vancouvers  have  lumps,  too.  Genuine 
Vancouvers  also  have  die  polish  marks  running  horizontal  to  the  left  of  Mt .  Hood. 


6.) 


WJ-i 
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7.) 


'M  •  '  M  - 

X 


(Editor's  comment:  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  specimens  without  the  "die 
lumps  or  chips"  tend  to  be  of  a  semi-pl  nature  and  generally  exhibit  less  die  definition 
-  especially  on  the  lettering  underneath  the  bust  of  the  good  doctor.) 

5. )  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  Half  Dollar,  mintage  of  10,008.  Genuine  Spanish  Trails  have 
two  die  polish  marks  extending  diagonally  from  Key  West,  Florida.  These  marks  are  on 
all  known  genuine  coins.  From  time  to  time  I  do  encounter  some  of  the  counterfeit 
Spanish  Trails,  they  too  have  two  very  fine  die  marks  extending  from  Key  West  but  they 
face  farther  south.  Most  prominent  marks  is  a  depression  in  the  field  next  to  Tampa. 

6. )  1936-D  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Providence  Half  Dollar.  Obverse,  Roger  William's 
coat,  behind  him  rises  the  sun  of  religious  liberty,  have  raised  lumps  over  the  surface 
of  the  coin,  due  to  rusty  die.  Die  polish  marks  below  the  center  of  the  sun  running 
horizontally. 

7. )  1936-D  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Providence  Half  Dollar.  Reverse,  the  anchor  of 
Hope,  as  on  the  obverse  the  reverse  also  has  several  lumps  on  the  surface  due  to  pits  in 
the  die.  Several  die  polish  marks  in  the  field  above  and  to  the  right  of  the  anchor. 

ISJew 

by  John  Flitter,  // 5 2 2 ,  SC 

The  City  of  Columbia  opened  a  time  capsule  Saturday,  March  22,  that  had  been  sealed 
since  Columbia's  Sesquicentennial  celebration  fifty  years  ago.  You  guessed  it,  there 
were  some  very  interesting  numismatic  materials  included  that  straighten  out  some 
previously  published  speculative  observations  surrounding  the  Columbia  Commemorative 
Half  Dollars. 

The  items  included  in  the  capsule  were;  an  order  form,  a  mailing  envelope  (small),  a 
three  coin  holder,  six  PDS  sets  of  the  commemorative  halves,  and  best  of  all  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary,  William  Lykes,  Jr.,  addressed  to  "The  Chairman  of  the  Commemorative 
Coin  Committee  in  the  year  1986".  This  letter  is  two  pages  long  and  is  dated  January  14, 
1937  (?).  Mr.  William  Lykes,  Jr.  was  the  Secretary  of  the  Columbia  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  directed  the  distribution  of  the  commemorative  coins.  Mr.  Lyke's  secretary  was  Etta 
T.  Barron  who  wrote  and  signed  the  letter.  I  will  save  the  information  contained  in  the 
letter  for  later.  It  sheds  some  new  light  on  the  Columbia  not  previously  known. 
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For  those  of  us  interested  in  not  only  the  coins  for  which  our  Society  was  formed  but 
also  their  historical  surroundings  and  memorabilia,  I  would  impress  on  each  of  them,  if 
they  live  in  or  near  the  towns  or  cities  from  whence  a  commemorative  coin  was  issued,  to 
ask  around  and  they  may  be  surprised  what  they  can  find.  For  those  who  may  already  have 
done  this,  I'm  sure  our  members  would  enjoy  reading  about  their  finds  in  our 
"Commemorat ive  Trail". 

After  I  have  had  time  to  study  in  more  detail  the  material  contained  in  the  Columbia 
capsule,  I  will  forward  this  information  along  to  the  "Commemorative  Trail". 

Of  further  interest  to  the  Society,  I  have  recently  located  and  purchased  two  items 
concerning  the  Stone  Mountain  commemorative .  The  first  has  seventy  one  (71)  original 
halves,  the  remains  of  an  original  bag  of  one  hundred  (100).  This  bag  was  originally 
purchased  by  the  "Society  of  Cincinnati",  no  relation  to  the  commemorative  coin,  in 
Charleston,  S.C.  during  the  1925/26  great  southern  Stone  Mountain  coin  campaign.  By  the 
way,  the  "Society  of  Cincinnati"  is  a  military  organization  dating  back  to  the 
Revolut ionary  War  era.  The  coins  are  extremely  well  preserved  grading  63  to  65  with  many 
exhibiting  superb  toning.  All  coins  show  a  pronounced  die  break  on  the  reverse  starting 
at  the  eagle's  left  wing  moving  horizontal  through  the  eagle's  neck.  One  coin  has  only 
the  outline  of  the  eagle's  head  with  no  detail. 

The  second  Stone  Mountain  item  was  a  counterstamped  piece.  The  interesting  thing  was 
that  the  coin  was  mounted  in  a  gold  bezel  with  no  break  showing  in  the  solid  gold  band 
(aka  "burnished").  A  small  gold  ring,  approximately  1/8  inch  in  diameter,  was  mounted  at 
the  top  of  the  bezel.  The  counterstamp  included  "S.C."  on  the  reverse  as  usual  with  the 
number  "24"  both  in  their  proper  place.  The  letters  "G.L."  were  stamped  at 
approximately  4:30  and  aligned  with  the  rim  about  1/16  inch  away  from  the  rim.  As  per 
the  article  in  the  March  1985  issue  of  "The  Numismatist",  on  page  480,  reference  was 
made  to  the  fact  that  several  coins  showed  evidence  of  having  been  mounted.  Maybe  this 
coin,  being  mounted  in  gold,  lends  some  evidence  to  the  theory  that  the  G  and  S  coins 
were  mounted  in  gold  and  silver  bezels.  The  L  portion  of  the  counterstamp  still  being  a 
mystery. 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  For  those  of  you  who  are  unfamiliar  with  Mr.  Flitter  he  is  the  currently  elected  President  of 
the  Midlands  Coin  Club  of  Columbia,  SC,  a  member  of  the  ANA,  the  South  Carolina  Numismatic  Association,  and,  of 
course,  our  Society.  I  know  we  are  all  looking  forward  to  any  further  information  John  can  provide  us  with  in 
relation  to  this  important  find!  Hopefully,  he  might  be  able  to  include  some  pictures. 

A  Discuss  ion  Of  Coin  Storage  Me  th  c:>  ci  s 

by  Otto  Coldiron,  // 2 6 1 ,  FL 
A  SUMMARY 

1.  Thousands  of  people  have  coins  in  safe  deposit  boxes  that  are  being  damaged  by 
improper  storage  methods.  Grade  and  value  are  decreasing. 

2.  Active  market  has  contributed  to  the  problem.  Many  coins  have  been  repackaged  over 
past  10  years  -  may  not  show  problems  yet. 

3.  You  must  educate  yourself  in  this  area  -  learn  of  the  risks  -  to  prevent  your 
collection  from  being  damaged.  You  cannot  depend  on  dealers  to  safely  package 

coins . 

4.  This  is  a  brief  overview  -  to  make  you  think  -  and  to  encourage  you  to  research  this 
subject  and  come  to  your  own  conclusions. 
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COIN  STORAGE  METHODS 


Method 

Advantages 

Di  sadvantaqes 

Reconmendation 

1.  2x2  Cardboard 

•  Cost  -  24 

•  Dust  problem  -  may  cause  carbon 

O.K.  for  short  term  (3  mos.). 

(Mylar/Cardboard) 

•  Mylar  is  inert 

spots 

Stape  should  be  crimped. 

•  Easy  to  use 

•  Mylar  ruptures  -  coin  exposed 

Remove  as  much  dust  as  possible 

•  Staple  scratches 

•  Coins  exposed  to  air 

2.  2x2  Paper  Envelope 

•  Cost  -  1 4 

•  Contains  sulfer  -  will  tone 

Don't  use  by  itself.  O.K.  to 

t  Lots  of  writing  space 

coin  if  used  by  itself 

use  with  some  other  holders 

•  Coin  si  ides  around 

(#3,  #7,  #8) 

•  Coins  exposed  to  air 

•  Can' t  view  coin 

3.  Polyethylene 

•  Cost  -  14 

•  Must  be  used  with  something 

Good,  inexpensive  storage 

Envelopes 

•  Polyethylene  is  inert 

else  (#1,  #2,  #4,  #5) 

method  for  long  term.  Coin 

•  Almost  airtight  when 

•  More  difficult  to  view  coin 

protection  is  excellent. 

folded  twice 

Usually  used  with  2x2  paper 

envelope. 

4.  2x2  Flips  (PVC  - 

•  Convenient 

•  Plasticizer  migrates  to  coin  - 

DO  NOT  USE!  High  probability 

with  Plasticizer) 

•  Easy  to  view  coin 

causes  "green  scud"  or 

that  coin  will  be  damaged  with 

Soft  -  Flexible 

•  Cost  -  3<t 

verdigris"  -  will  remove 

long  term  storage. 

•  Attractive  Package 

coin  luster  and  promote 

If  you  are  using  this  flip,  you 

spots. 

should  examine  your  coins  for 

•  Hydrogen  chloride  gas  even- 

problems.  Look  for  blue/green 

tually  emitted.  Combines 

ring  where  coin  contacts  flip. 

with  water  vapor  to  form 

Look  for  deposits  on  coin. 

Hydrochloric  Acid,  which 

DEPOSITS  MUST  BE  REMOVED.  (Use 

may  cloud  coin  surface. 

Trichlorotrifloroethane. ) 

5.  2x2  Flips  (PVC  - 

•  Convenient 

•  May  still  contain  a  small 

O.K.  to  use  short  term,  but  also 

No  Plasticizer) 

•  Easy  to  view  coin 

amount  of  Plasticizer 

use  polyethylene  envelope  as 

Hard  -  non  flexible 

•  Cost  -  3<t 

•  Can  scratch  coin  -  because  it 

internal  holder. 

•  Attractive  Package 

is  so  stiff;  hard  to  slide 

in  and  out 

•  Hydrogen  Chloride  gas  problem 

(as  in  #4) 

Method 

Advantages 

Disadvantages 

Recommendation 

6.  2x2  SAFLIP 

•  Total ly  inert 

•  Cost  -  1 2<t 

IF  YOU  MUST  USE  A  FLIP  FOR  LONG 

(Polyethylene 

•  Convenient 

•  Coins  exposed  to  air 

TERM  STORAGE,  USE  THIS  ONE. 

Terepthalate) 

•  Easy  to  view  coin 

•  Coins  can  slide  around  and  get 

Problems  should  be  minimal. 

(or  Mylar-D) 

•  Attractive  Package 

surface  marks 

Consider  Polyethylene  envelope 

as  internal  holder. 

7.  KOINTAIN 

•  Totally  inert 

•  Cost  -  1 6<t  to  204 

EXCELLENT  PERMANENT  HOLDER. 

(Cellulose 

•  Virtually  airtight 

•  Slightly  difficult  to  use 

Use  with  paper  envelope,  SAFLIP, 

Triacetate) 

•  Convex  shells  protect 

•  Must  be  used  with  some  other 

or  Cardboard  2x2.  Coin  protec- 

coin  surfaces 

container 

tion  is  outstanding. 

•  Easy  to  handle  and 

•  Sometimes  dusty  -  hard  to 

view  coin 

remove  internal  dust 

8.  Coin  Shells 

•  Totally  inert 

(Limited  data)  -  cannot  evaluate. 

(No  opinion.)  Have  not  used. 

(acetate) 

•  Cost  -  64/10% 

(limited  data) 

9.  2x2  SNAPLOCK 

•  Totally  inert 

•  Cost  -  204 

VERY  GOOD  HOLDER  FOR  LONG  TERM. 

(Polystyrene) 

•  Almost  airtight 

•  Coin  sometimes  rattle  -  and  may 

•  Clean 

rotate. 

•  Attractive  package 

•  Hard  to  label. 

•  Uses  moderate  amount  of  space 

10.  Capital  Holder 

•  The  BEST  Protection 

•  Cost  -  $2.00  retail 

USE  AS  THE  ULTIMATE  PROTECTION 

(Plexiglass) 

•  Totally  inert 

•  Difficult  to  use  -  time  consum- 

for  your  valuable  coins. 

•  (Caution  -  old  ones 

ing 

Outstanding  long-term  holder. 

are  acidic) 

•  Hard  to  label 

•  Airtight 

•  Bulky  -  takes  up  space 

•  Very  Attractive 

Display 

1 
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PROBLEMS  OF  IMPROPER  STORAGE 


1.  CARBON  SPOTS  -  caused  by  contaminant  (dust,  grease,  dirt,  moisture)  on  coin  which 
creates  an  oxygen  deficiency.  Causes  pitting  of  coin  surface  in  advanced  stage. 

-•  SCRATCHES  -  on  coin  surface  -  caused  by  coin  sliding  around  in  holder. 

3.  ACTIVE  AGENTS  -  attacking  coin  surface;  reducing  luster,  putting  cloud  on  coin 
(proof),  causing  corrosion. 


MY  PERSONAL  STORAGE  RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.  For  inexpensive,  circulated  coin  which  has  toned  surface: 

a.  Cardboard  2x2  (or) 

b.  Paper  envelope  (or) 

c.  Polyethylene  envelope  in  paper  envelope 

2.  For  inexpensive,  BU  coin: 

a.  Polyethylene  envelope  in  a  paper  envelope  (or) 

b.  Polyethylene  envelope  in  a  cardboard  2x2 

3.  For  expensive  coins: 

a.  KOINTAIN  in  a  paper  envelope  (or) 

b.  KOINTAIN  in  a  cardboard  2x2  (or) 

c.  Polyethylene  envelope  in  a  paper  envelope 

4.  For  very  expensive  coins: 

a.  Capital  Holder  (or) 

b.  Kointain  in  a  paper  envelope 


COIN  STORAGE  ARTICLES 

1.  "IMPROPER  STORAGE  CAN  RUIN  CHOICE  COINS"by  Bernard  Nagengast,  COIN  WORLD,  Aug.  15, 

1979,  pg.  44. 

2.  "PROPER  COIN  STORAGE  AND  PRESERVATION"  by  Bernard  Nagengast  and  George  Klabin,  COIN 
DEALER  NEWSLETTER,  Monthly  Summary,  June  1980 

3.  "CONCERN  OVER  COIN  STORAGE  WIDESPREAD"  by  Bernard  Nagengast,  COIN  WORLD,  Aug.  27, 

1980,  pg.  92 

4.  "CORROSION  -  THE  PROBLEM  OF  STORAGE"  by  Thomas  W.  Sharpless,  Ph.D.,  THE  NUMISMATIST, 
Oct.  1980,  pg.  2450 

5.  "COIN  PRESERVATION  -  UPDATED"  by  George  Klabin,  COIN  DEALER  NEWSLETTER,  Monthly 
Summary,  March  1982 

6.  "STORAGE  METHODS  CHANGE  THROUGH  THE  YEARS"  by  Bernard  Nagengast,  COIN  WORLD,  Sept. 

8,  1982,  pg.  26 
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Buying  Tips  —  California 

by  Ray  Mercer,  //20,  CT. 

The  California  Jubilee  is  one  of  my  favorite  commemoratives  in  regards  to  the 

simplistic,  yet  graceful,  beauty  of  its  design.  There's  little  question  about  it,  the 
prospector  and  grizzly  make  for  a  very  charming  combination.  Now  add  to  this  artistic 
asset,  an  impressive  array  of  die  characteristics  and  we  have  a  coin  which  is  not  only 
pleasing  to  the  eye,  but  also  an  excellent  subject  for  our  numismatic  studies! 

The  California  is  especially  interesting  in  the  respect  of  what  I  like  to  call  "a  type 
within  a  type."  Although  the  basic  design  certainly  represents  only  one  issue,  from  a 

visual  standpoint,  there  are  actually  TV/O  "types"  of  California  Commemoratives  available 

for  our  consideration.  This  pair  can  be  broken  down  to  the  "satin  finish"  and 

"chrome-like  or  PL".  In  the  past,  I  think  many  people  had  a  tendency  to  overlook  these 

two,  distinctly  different,  coins  and  subsequently  this  led  to  some  general 

misconceptions  about  the  issue.  Let's  explore  the  minting  characteristics  of  these  two 
coins  and  try  to  form  our  own  conclusions... 

The  "Satin  Finish"  California 

Luster 

Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  satin  finish  California  display  a  fine  granulation 
which,  in  turn,  produces  a  "soft"  mint  bloom  across  the  surfaces  of  the  coin.  Its 
luster's  highlights  are  far  from  "flashy"  in  contrast  and  true  to  most  satin  finish 
examples  -  exhibits  a  subdued  "glow"  vaguely  reminiscent  of  "matte  finish"  specimens. 

Due  to  the  subdued  nature  of  their  surfaces,  many  satin  finish  examples  have  been 

brutally  cleaned  or  dipped-out.  Once  again,  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  yesterday's 
numismatist  has  proven  to  be  an  obstacle  for  today's  better  informed  collector ! 
understanding  the  inherent,  subtle  beauty  common  to  satin  finish  specimens,  many  people 
unwisely  went  for  the  "brilliant  look"  and  numismat ically  abused  these  coins.  Not 
realizing  the  projection  of  a  coin's  luster  is  strictly  linked  to  the  physical  makeup  of 
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its  surfaces,  the  originality  of  a  multitude  of  examples  has  been  butchered  -  and 
unfortunately  -  lost  forever! 

This  highly  annoying  turn  of  events  should  serve  to  remind  us  of  a  very  important  point 
-  if  you  don't  understand  OR  appreciate  the  "look"  of  satin  finish  coins  -  PLEASE  - 
simply  refrain  from  buying  them.  Don't  attempt  to  "improve"  their  luster  through  dipping 
as  you  are  only  going  to  ruin  it  for  somebody  else!  I  realize  that  most  of  us  realize 
the  harm  dipping  has  done,  but  they  still  sell  thousands  of  gallons  of  the  stuff  each 
year,  so  somebody  has  to  be  using  it!  Therefore,  if  you  don't  appreciate  or  like  satin 
finish  coins,  don't  ruin  their  originality  for  someone  who  does! 

Strike 

Besides  the  obvious  differences  in  the  projection  of  luster,  another  easily  identifiable 
trait  which  causes  the  satin  finish  California  to  stand  out  from  its  chrome-like 
relative  is  the  overall  lack  of  die  definition  on  these  coins.  On  the  obverse,  the 
letters  in  the  word  "LIBERTY"  will  generally  begin  to  fade  as  they  approach  the  rim 
(especially  the  "E")  and  the  legend  &  date  at  the  base  will  quite  often  be  rather 
indistinct  in  appearance. 

On  the  reverse,  we  find  this  same  softness  in  the  definition  of  the  lettering.  The 
grizzly's  "stitching"  (fur)  is  indistinct  and  his  body  contours  tend  to  be  flat.  And  to 
top  it  all  off,  even  the  "S"  mint  mark  displays  a  reluctance  to  show  its  face! 

In  respect  to  its  die  definition,  the  trick  to  acquiring  a  satin  finish  California  is  to 
STUDY  and  COMPARE  a  good  number  of  pieces.  By  performing  this  "field  work"  you  will  soon 
discover  that  it  is  not  a  question  of  locating  a  specimen  without  a  weakness  of  die 
definition,  but  a  knowledge  of  to  WHAT  DEGREE  this  minting  characteristic  is 
acceptable . 


Marks 

Inspect  the  surface  of  the  coin  to  locate  any  detracting  marks  -  paying  particular 
attention  to  the  coin's  main  focal  points  -  the  prospector's  shoulder  St  back  and  the 
grizzly's  exposed  shoulder  Sc  leg.  As  with  ANY  coin  you  examine,  the  significant  thing  to 
remember  about  marks  is  their  SIZE,  NUMBER,  ORIGIN,  and  LOCATION. 

In  respect  to  the  "origin"  of  marks,  due  to  the  before  mentioned  cleaning  of  many 
specimens,  make  sure  you  carefully  tip  Sc  rotate  the  NAKED  surfaces  of  the  coin  under  a 
direct  light.  This  way,  you  should  spot  any  hairlines  from  cleaning  by  causing  their 
contrast  to  appear.  In  respect  to  slide  marks  from  improper  storage,  perform  the  same 
exercise  -  paying  particular  attention  to  the  coin's  focal  points.  As  opposed  to  natural 
bag  and  track  marks,  hairlines  due  to  cleaning  or  improper  storage  ALMOST  ALWAYS  disrupt 
the  eye  appeal  of  a  coin  because  of  their  unpleasant,  UNIFORM  appearance. 

Toning 

Obviously,  I  can't  tell  you  what  colors  or  progressions  to  expect  on  a  satin  finish 
California  as  the  outside  variables  effecting  each  individual  coin's  storage  history 
certainly  leaves  us  no  room  for  wishful  generalizations.  However,  it  is  always  wise  to 
remember  that  a  coin's  toning  is  PROJECTED  by  the  luster  underneath  it  and  satin  finish 
examples  are  no  exception  to  this  rule.  Expect  the  toning  to  be  iridescent,  but  to 
REFLECT  with  the  same  subdued  nature  inherent  to  the  satin  luster  underneath  it!  In 
other  words,  don't  expect  the  toning  to  reflect  the  blaze  common  to  its  "chrome- like" 
counterpart.  Look  for  good  body,  depth,  and  iridescence  in  the  toning,  but  not  for  the 
"flash"  you  will  never  find  on  a  satin  finish  coin! 
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The  Chrome- like/PL  California 


Luster 

Because  of  its  heavily  brushed  and  finely  polished  dies,  the  luster  on  these  specimens 
appears  extremely  intense  (flamboyant!),  yet  there  usually  isn't  that  much  CONTRAST 
between  their  devices  and  fields.  The  entire  surfaces  of  the  coin,  especially  the 
reverse,  have  an  overwhelming  habit  of  displaying  a  bold,  but  EVEN,  shine.  There  are 
some  examples  that  do  exhibit  partial  to  nearly  full  frost  on  their  devices  (especially 
the  obverse),  but  these  pieces  are  far  from  being  readily  obtainable  on  today's 
marketplace  and  generally  command  very  stiff  premiums  because  of  their  added  eye 
appeal . 

Believe  it  or  not,  the  chrome-like  California  is  also  a  frequent  victim  of  cleaning  and 
dipping!  Why,  you  may  ask?  After  all,  it  HAS  flamboyant  luster  and  doesn't  project  the 
subdued  nature  of  a  satin  finish  coin!  WHY  would  the  ill-informed  wish  to  clean  or  dip 
these  examples? 

Here  again,  we  come  back  to  the  same  old  adage  -  "People  are  like  ravens  -  forever 
searching  for  shiny  objects  to  take  back  to  their  nest!"  Although  inadequate,  their 
"logic"  runs  something  like  this  -  "Gee,  this  coin  has  great  luster!  If  I  give  it  a 
quick  dip  -  It'll  probably  shine  EVEN  MORE!" 

With  this  in  mind,  it  is  wise  to  make  sure  the  specimen  in  question  exhibits  its  natural 
surfaces.  Here  again,  COMPARISON  is  your  best  aid  in  acquiring  the  proper  knowledge. 
Originality  is  not  only  an  asset,  it's  a  REQUIREMENT  if  you  desire  coins  exhibiting  good 
eye  appeal! 


Strike 

As  opposed  to  satin  finish  examples,  chrome-like  specimens  will  display  good  die 
definition.  This  can  be  most  easily  studied  by  inspecting  the  lettering  on  the  obverse  - 
especially  the  letters  in  the  word  "LIBERTY".  A  close  examination  will  quickly  reveal 
extensive  recutting.  In  general,  the  obverse  lettering  is  far  more  distinct  than  on  the 
satin  finish  coins. 

Switching  to  the  reverse,  you  will  see  that  the  grizzly  exhibits  a  tremendous 
improvement  in  overall  detail  -  especially  in  the  "stitching"  and  contour  lines.  Here 
again,  the  lettering  shows  a  vast  improvement,  and  you  will  generally  discover  the 
deeper  the  PL  luster  -  the  sharper  the  recutting  &  overall  detail  on  the  coin. 

Marks 

Follow  the  same  guidelines  under  the  "Marks"  section  provided  for  satin  finish  coins. 
However,  one  important  thing  to  remember  is  that  the  chrome-like  California  will  display 
varying  degrees  of  die  polishing  marks  and  you  should  take  care  not  to  confuse  them  with 
cleaning  hairlines.  Of  course,  die  polishing  marks  are  raised,  while  cleaning  hairlines 
cut  into  the  coin.  This  is  a  significant  factor  to  consider  as  many  pieces  display  a 
MULTITUDE  of  die  polishing  marks. 


Toning 

Just  as  the  satin  luster  projects  a  subtle  reflection  under  the  toning,  chrome-like 
examples  have  a  tendency  to  display  mint  "blast"  -  causing  the  toning  to  take  on  a 
flamboyance  both  in  color  and  body.  Through  study,  COMPARISON,  and  advice,  just  make 
sure  the  specimen  in  question  is  original  as  the  chrome-like  California  is  quite  often 
encountered  artificially  toned! 
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Summary  Of  Both  "Types" 


We  have  now  learned  that  due  to  their  individual  die  characteristics,  there  are  two 
distinctly  different  looking  California  halves  open  to  our  collecting  consideration.  One 
is  NOT  "better"  than  the  other,  they  are  just  two  different  coins  and  their 
individuality  should  be  EQUALLY  respected.  Now,  if  you  don't  mind  an  additional 
collecting  tip,  I  would  now  like  to  offer  a  fun  suggestion. 

Regardless  of  what  grade  of  coin  you  seek,  why  not  collect  BOTH  "types"  and  mount  them 
side  by  side  in  a  plastic  holder.  You  can  label  one  "satin"  and  the  other  "chrome- like" 
or  "PL"  and  this  interesting  comparison  will  make  a  novel  addition  to  your  collection! 
Now  that  you  have  the  knowledge  to  say  WHY  they  are  different,  you  could  even  use  these 
coins  as  a  basis  for  an  interesting  presentation  at  a  local  coin  club  meeting.  Who 
knows,  you  may  even  become  responsible  for  creating  a  new  commemorative  collector  in  the 
process!  Instead  of  appealing  to  a  person's  greed  (i.e.  "Look  how  much  money  you  can 
make!")  -  maybe  you  can  appeal  to  their  curiosity  (i.e.  "Look  how  FASCINATING  these 
coins  are!).  In  the  long  run,  you'll  be  doing  ALL  of  us  a  big  favor! 

Mail  Bid  Auction  —  3  Separate  Lots ! 

This  quarter,  we  have  three  fantastic  lots  for  you  to  bid  on!  The  first  is  a  generous 
donation  by  GORDON  PAUL  OWENS  (#350,  OH)  who  has  kindly  supplied  us  with  a  fascinating 
LEXINGTON  COMMEMORATIVE  -  complete  with  its  WOODEN  ISSUE  BOX!  This  example  displays 
COMPLETELY  ORIGINAL  surfaces  and  sports  the  necessary  green  toning  to  confirm  its  box 
status.  The  coin  is  a  pleasingly  original  BU  and  Mr.  Owens  has  given  it  a  suggested 
value  of  $175  -  a  price  that  your  Editor  would  gladly  pay!  If  you  wish  to  view  the  piece 

-  it  will  be  on  display  for  your  inspection  at  O'Carmody's  Coins  table  on  Friday,  June 
6th,  during  the  Long  Beach  Convention  -  prior  to  our  Saturday  (June  7th)  9:00AM 
meeting . 

The  second  lot  is  a  complete  set  of  Columbian  "Official  Souvenir  U.S.  Postals"  from 
1893.  Never  used,  these  10,  BEAUTIFUL,  color  postcards  and  outside  envelope  are  a 
donation  from  JIM  IAC0V0  (#5,  CT)  who  advises  us  that  this  set's  value  is  $100+.  A 
really  nice  offering,  and  of  course,  the  illustration  has  been  reduced!  They  ARE 
"normal"  in  size! 

And  last,  but  certainly  not  least,  is  another  generous  donation  from  DAVID  SNIDER  (#24, 
CA)!  This  unusual  find  is  a  gala  admission  badge  from  the  opening  day  (02/20/15)  of  the 
PANAMA -PACIFIC  INTERNATIONAL  EXPOSITION!  In  good  condition,  this  colorful  ribbon  and 
badge  will  make  an  excellent  addition  to  your  commemorative  collection.  Estimated  value 

-  $60+. 

Normal,  SOCIETY  mail-bid  rules  apply!  The  ENTIRE  proceeds  realized  on  each  lot  will  go 
directly  to  the  Society!  Mail  your  bid(s)  (please  remember  to  indicate  WHICH  lot  you 
want!),  along  with  your  name  &  membership  number  to  HELEN  CARMODY,  P.0.  Box  302, 
Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648.  On  the  OUTSIDE  of  the  envelope,  write  "MAIL  BID"! 

All  sealed  bids  will  be  opened  at  our  June  7th  Society  Meeting  at  the  Long  Beach  Show 
and  the  winner  declared.  Although  we  do  accept  sealed  bids  at  the  show,  in  case  of  a 
tie,  the  FIRST  postmark  gets  it!  No  progressions,  no  "buy"  bids  -  just  let  us  know  what 
you  want  to  pay  -  ONE  SHOT  and  it's  over.  NO  MINIMUM  BID  is  required.  YOU  BETTER  HURRY 
-  Time  is  running  out!  If  your  bid  arrives  AFTER  Helen  &  Don  leave  for  the  show  -  you're 
out  of  luck! 
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PAN  —  PAC  Hsl  IP  Dollar  R  PM 


by  Bill  Fivaz,  # 466,  GA 

As  most  commem  collectors  know,  there  are  two  different  Pan-Pac  varieties  with  a 
RePunched  Mint  mark  (RPM).  Illustrated  is  the  one  with  the  doubled  "S"  to  the  right. 

Also,  note  the  very  heavy  (raised)  die  polishing  lines  in  the  surrounding  area,  two  of 
which  even  appears  on  the  SURFACE  of  the  bottom  scroll  line  over  the  mint  mark.  This  is 
a  close-up  of  the  same  area  shown  in  Steven  Szenay's  photo  in  the  Winter  ’85  issue. 

The  other  photo  illustrates  what  could  be  a  diagnostic  of  this  particular  die  (I  haven't 
researched  it  thoroughly),  a  squiggly  or  worm-like  raised  mark  hanging  down  from  the 
second  "I"  in  PACIFIC.  This  had  to  have  been  some  sort  of  DIE  damage.  If  it  were  a  piece 
of  lint  or  thread  that  was  lodged  into  the  die,  it  would  appear  INCUSED  on  the  coin. 
Anyone  else  have  one? 

C  1  eve  land  Cl  C3  nun  emorat  i  ve  Sc  Holder 

by  Brad  Karoleff,  Florence  Stamp  &  Coin,  #364,  KY 

I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  handle  eight  of  these  type  of  Cleveland  holders  in  the 
last  few  years.  They  are  just  heavy  cardboard  folded,  printed,  and  stapled.  A  real  cheap 
way  for  old  Tom  (Melish)  to  send  one  of  the  new  Commemorative  Halves  to  a  customer  in 
1936.  Who  knew  or  really  cared  at  that  time  that  this  wasn't  the  best  way  to  preserve 
uncirculated  coins! 

The  fact  that  the  cardboard  is  so  heavy  demands  that  you  give  the  coin  some  special  care 
as  to  not  inflict  a  dreaded  rub  on  your  coin.  I  have  found  that  a  Kointain  serves  my 
purpose  the  best.  The  coins  that  I  have  handled  in  these  have  been  toned  nicely,  mostly 
a  rust  color.  The  color  has  been  fairly  consistent  probably  due  to  the  sulfur  content  of 
the  cardboard  used  in  the  holder.  The  coin  in  the  photo  has  less  toning  than  most  others 
that  I  have  handled,  but  it  was  one  of  the  best  condition  pieces  of  the  group.  The  piece 
was  graded  by  ANACS  in  1982  as  a  MS-65/65.  I  felt,  and  still  do,  that  a  65  grade  was  a 
bit  optimistic.  Could  someone  at  ANACS  at  this  time  actually  have  liked  toning?  Well  I 
hope  that  everyone  has  enjoyed  seeing  this  coin  and  holder.  Good  luck  finding  something 
of  interest  for  yourself  real  soon. 

1934-D  Oregon  Txra.±IL  —  Triple  Obv  -  Die 

by  Bill  Fivaz,  #466,  GA 

Illustrated  are  areas  on  the  obverse  of  a  1934-D  Oregon  Trail  that  illustrates  a  very 
nice  TRIPLED  die.  Note  at  the  bottoms  of  the  letters  in  HALF  and  DOLLAR  there  is  a 
definite  tripling  as  well  as  on  the  coastline  of  California  and  Baja  California.  This  is 
a  good  example  of  "class  II-DISTORTED  HUB  DOUBLING",  where  different  hubs  were  used  on 

this  die.  It  takes  several  impressions  from  a  hub  to  achieve  the  proper  design  depth  in 

a  die,  and  after  every  impression,  the  die  must  be  re-heated  (annealed)  in  order  to 

soften  it  sufficiently  to  accept  the  next  hub  impression.  Invariably,  there  is  a 

considerable  time  lapse  between  hubbings,  and  the  chances  are  great  that  the  same  hub 
that  made  the  initial  impression  will  not  be  the  one  used  on  subsequent  strikings. 

Hubs  become  very  slightly  distorted  after  many  impressions  (steel  against  steel),  and 
the  distortion  may  not  be  uniform  in  all  areas.  The  second  and  third  hubbings  of  this 
particular  die  were  from  different  hubs,  the  result  being  the  classic  tripling  you  see 

here . 


FROM 


THOS.  G.  MELISH 


United  Bank  Building 

3  d- 

105  EaJkt  Third  Street 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 


C  i  r  culated  Commemoratiive  Issues 


by  Anthony  Swiatek,  //A,  NY 

LEVEL  I.  OBTAINABLE  WITH  LITTLE  TO  ALMOST  NO  DIFFICULTY  AT  COIN  CONVENTIONS,  ETC. 


1.  Columbian  1892,  1893 

13. 

Missouri  2*A 

2.  Stone  Mountain 

1A. 

Alabama  Plain 

3.  Sesquicentennial 

15. 

Rhode  Island  Type 

A.  W.C.  Type 

16. 

Maine 

5.  B.T.W.  Type 

17. 

Long  Island 

6.  Monroe 

18. 

Bay  Bridge 

7 .  Huguenot 

19. 

Oregon  Trail  1926-P; 

8.  Lincoln 

20. 

Cleveland 

9.  Grant  50c.  (NS) 

21. 

California  Jubilee 

10.  Pilgrim  1920 

22. 

San  Diego  issues 

11.  Lexington 

23. 

Pilgrim  1921 

12.  Missouri  Plain 

2A . 

Texas  193A 

Have  seen  all  of  the  above  issues  (except  for  the  R.I.  type)  in  grades  as  low  as  Fine. 
LEVEL  II.  KEY  COMMEMS  WHICH  CAN  BE  PURCHASED  IN  CIRCULATED  CONDITION! 

1.  Isabella  25c.  5.  Grant  with  star  50c. 

2.  Lafayette  $1.  6.  Fort  Vancouver 

3.  Panama  Pacific  50c.  7.  All  Gold  $1.  and  $2-1/2  issues 

A.  Hawaiian  50c.  8.  Alabama  2x2 


Have  seen  all  of  the  above  SILVER  ISSUES  in  grades  as  low  as  FINE  except  for  the 
Hawaiian.  However  they  are  not  as  bounteous,  as  those  Level  I  creations. 

LEVEL  III.  SELDOM  ENCOUNTERED  CIRCULATED  -  ACTUALLY  ABUSED  -  COMMEMORATIVES 

When  located,  examination  of  the  following  issues  will  often  reveal  that  our  coin  or 
three  piece  set  has  been  cleaned,  polished  or  whizzed  to  some  degree  (light  to  heavy). 

Why  is  this  the  case?  Unknowledgeable  owners  wanted  to  make  their  coins  look  better  or 
as  good  as  new.  Unscrupulous  individuals  wanted  to  hide  ugly  nicks,  cuts  scratches,  bag 
marks,  slide  scratches,  or  slide  friction.  (The  latter  is  responsible  for  a  loss  of 
metal  from  that  first  area  or  areas  to  exhibit  wear,  caused  by  the  album's  clear 
celluloid  slide  strip.  Such  has  now  made  a  coin  issue  which  had  almost  never  seen 
circulation  or  was  never  used  as  a  pocket  souvenir  piece,  to  truly  grade  A.U.)  Thus,  the 
above  mentioned  methods  can  make  a  coin  more  eye  appealing  and  readily  salable.  On 
occasion,  undoctored  original  specimens  make  their  appearance. 


1. 

Arkansas  1939-1937  Set 

6. 

Antietam 

2. 

Boone  1938-1935  Set 

7. 

B.T.W.  1951-19A8  Set 

3. 

Cincinnati  Set;  Type 

8. 

York 

A. 

Columbia,  SC  Set;  Type 

9. 

Oregon  Trail  1939-1928 

5. 

Norfolk 

10. 

Texas  1938-1937  Set 

LEVEL  IV.  NON-CIRCULATING  ISSUES  WHICH  EXPERIENCED  A  GREATER  DEGREE  OF  ABUSE  THAN  LEVEL 

III  COINS. . . 


A  2 
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1.  Texas  1936-1935  Set  5.  Boone  193A 

2.  Arkansas  1936-1935  Set  6.  Bridgeport 

3.  B.T.W.  1951-1948  Set  7.  Maryland 

4.  W.C.  1954-1951  Set 

Please  remember  that  the  above  mentioned  do  not  exist  in  large  quantities. 

LEVEL  V.  NON -CIRCULATING  ISSUES  WHICH  EXPERIENCED  MORE  ABUSE  THAN  LEVEL  IV  COINS 

1 .  Albany 

2.  Connecticut 

The  above  issues  are  available  in  larger  quantities  in  A.U.  condition  than  Level  IV 
coins.  Possibly  more  than  20%  received  a  slight  loss  of  metal  on  the  first  area  to 
display  wear.  How?  Mostly  from  improper  handling  via  the  original  insertion  into  their 
coin  issuing  holders  and/or  their  careless  removal  from  such.  Add  to  this  the  possible 
movement  of  a  coin  album's  celluloid  strip  rubbing  against  the  coin's  high  point  of 
metal . 

Unfortunately,  these  pieces,  as  well  as  other  creations  like  the  Hawaiian,  Columbian, 
Oregon  Trail,  Isabella,  Lafayette,  Grant,  Lexington,  Missouri,  Pilgrim,  Stone  Mountain, 
Fort  Vancouver,  Vermont,  Wisconsin,  Panama  Pacific  50c.  and  the  $2-1/2  gold,  plus  the 
Sesquicentennial  $2-1/2  striking  were  created  with  a  relief  or  high  point  or  fist  area 
to  exhibit  wear  that  is  almost  equal  in  height  to  the  coin's  rim,  whose  main  function  is 
to  offer  the  new  coin  protection  from  wear!  Thus,  a  specimen  which  looks  eye  appealing, 
might  not  be  all  there! 


The  End  Of  The  Trail  -  -  - 

Well,  another  fun  issue  has  almost  completely  melted  down  in  the  ice  bucket!  Now,  I 
would  like  to  thank  ALL  of  YOU  once  again  for  the  help  and  support  you  have  given  me  in 
putting  out  this  newsletter!  You  people  are  simply  so  wonderful  in  your  willingness  to 
share!  Your  touching  concern  in  the  form  of  letters,  articles,  illustrations,  and 
extremely  kind  deeds  are  greatly  appreciated  and  go  on  to  confirm  my  suspicions!  As  far 
as  I'm  concerned  -  I  belong  to  the  BEST  darn  Society  that  numismatics  has  to  offer! 

And  a  VERY  SPECIAL  THANKS  is  due  to  the  tireless,  Helen  &  Don  Carmody  and  my  charming 
wife,  Jan!  Without  their  tremendous  help  -  there  would  be  no  TCT!  However,  never  one  to 
leave  on  too  short  a  notice  -  the  back  page  of  this  issue  features  another  Mehl 
advertising  flyer  courtesy  of  MICHAEL  K.  GAROFALO  ( // 7 9 2 ,  NH).  And  along  with  his 
thoughtful  gesture  in  closing  out  this  edition  -  allow  me  to  say,  "May  all  of  YOUR  deeds 
be  worthy  of  commemoration!" 


Coming  Attractions... 

A  beautiful  reprint  of  our  revised  by-laws  -  expertly  provided  by  our  Graphics 
Consultant  -  Bob  Lloyd!  Anthony  Swiatek  on  MS-60  Commemoratives !  Charlie  Boyd  goes 
Pan-Pac!  Election  Ballots,  Buying  Tips,  tons  of  illustrations,  editorial  fill  galore, 
and  much,  much,  more! 
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192*  Xorse  American  Octagonal,  (8  cornered)  Thick  variety .  3..">0 

1926  Sesqui-Centennial  $2.50  Gold  piece .  7.50 

192k  Sesqui-Centennial  Half  Dollar  .  2.00 

1926  Oregon  Train,  P.  Mint  .  2.00 

1926  Oregon  Trail,  S.  Mint .  2.25 

1927  Bennington  Half  Dollar .  3.00 

1928  Hawaiian  or  Capt.  Cook  Half  Dollar . 15.00 

1928  Oregon  Trail  Half  Dollar .  4.50 

1933  Oregon  Trail  Half  Dollar.  D.  Mint .  8.50 

1934  Oregon  Trail  Half  Dollar,  D.  Mint . 4.50 

1934  Maryland  Half  Dollar .  1.75 

1935  Connecticut  Half  Dollar .  5.50 

1935  Hudson  Half  Dollar . 9.00 

1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  Half  Dollar . 7.00 

1935  San  Diego  Exposition  Half  Dollar .  1.75 

1935  with  small  1934,  S.  and  D.,  Daniel  Boones,  Rare  pair . 77.50 

1936  Rhode  Island,  P.  S.  and  D.  mints.  Scarce,  the  set . 11.75 

1936  Oregon  Trail  (only  5,000  coined) .  8.00 
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Special  Sets  Commemorative  Half  Dollars 


Arkansas  Centennial  Half  Dollars 


1935 

P 

Mint 

-  23.00 

m 

1955 

D 

Mint 

-  4.00 

1935 

S 

Mint 

-  4.00 

m 

w 

The 

set  -  •' 

10 . 50 

1936  P  Mint  -  2.60 
1936  D  Mint  -  2. 6U 
1936  S  Mint  -  2.50 

The  set  -  7.25 


Daniel  Boone  or  Kentucky  Half  Dollars 


1934  -  C5.00 

1935  -  3.25 
1935  S  Mint  -  3.50 
1935  D  Mint  -  3.50 
1935-1934  P  Mint  -  3.50 


1936  P  Mint  -  .12.25 
1936  D  Mint  -  3.75 
1936  S  Mint  -  3.75 


The  set  of  8  Ky. 

coins 
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1934 

1935  P  Mint 
1935  D  Mint 
1935  S  Mint 


Texas  Half  Dollars 


2 1 . 50 
3.50 
3.50 
3.50 


Set  of  four  -  211.75 


New  1936  (Centennial  Year 
P  Mint  -  22.50 
D  Mint  -  2.50 

S  Mint  -  2.50 

The  set  of  three  -  27.25 


B.  Max  Mehl,  numismatist  Mehl  Bldg.  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
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